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By Steve Penhollow

 The Accidentals named themselves for one happy 
accident, little suspecting that it was just the first of 
many. 
 Five years ago, Savannah Buist and Katie Larson 
were Traverse City high schoolers and orchestra nerds 
who didn’t know each other all that well until they 
were thrown together by happenstance.
 They both volunteered to perform at an after 
school event, and they went to Buist’s house to re-
hearse. Instead 
of practicing the 
prescribed solem-
nity, however, they 
played the White 
Stripes. 
 “It was the 
song, ‘We’re Go-
ing To Be Friends,’ 
which is hilari-
ous,” Larson said. 
“It ended up being 
prophetic.”
 Buist said she 
and Larson knew 
they were going to 
form a band that 
very day. And it 
came to pass in a 
big way.
 The Acciden-
tals perform Janu-
ary 28 at C2G Mu-
sic Hall.
 In the intervening five 
years, the young women (and 
their eventual percussion-
ist, Michael Dause) signed a 
contract to record four albums 
with producer (and rock leg-
end) Marshall Crenshaw, were 
named a “breakout act” at the 
SXSW Music Festival by Bill-
board magazine and were de-
scribed as one of the best unsigned bands in America 
by musicologist Jim Linderman.
 Given how hard it is for most local bands in 
America to stir substantive national interest in their 
music, it can be no accident that the Accidentals have 
risen so far so fast.
 They’re really good. 
 At the risk of sounding like I have no idea what 
I’m talking about, I’ll compare them to Nickel Creek, 
the Band Perry and other acts that mix traditional 
American musical forms (bluegrass, country, jazz and 
folk music) and make the results as instantly captivat-
ing as the best pop (without doing any of those influ-
ences a disservice). 
 The band had instant chemistry, of course, but 
some dues paying did ensue. Buist said they had no 
idea what they were doing at first. They owe some of 
their current polish to aid provided by a vibrant and 
nurturing Traverse City music scene.
 “A lot of musicians in the area came around and 
really supported us,” she said. “We owe it to Traverse 
City as a whole for coming around and doing that. Not 
just the musicians but the people too. Pretty soon all of 
Michigan started to be like that. We’re kind of trying 
to take that general love for music and bring it other 

places.”
 But things certainly did happen fast. For example, 
the band had to wait until the summer of 2014 to tour 
in earnest because Larson had not yet graduated from 
high school.
 Buist said they performed 218 shows last year. 
 Touring has been “one of the most difficult and 
amazing experiences a 19- or 20-year-old could ask 
for,” she said. 
 “We’ve learned how to keep ourselves healthy 
on the road,” she said. “We’ve learned how to load in 

over 100 shows. And it’s also 
about socializing. We’re both 
really introverted and shy, and 
it’s really hard to throw your-
self into extrovert mode and 
start talking to people.”
 Getting comfortable on 
stage is a work in progress, 
Larson said.
 “It’s been a very huge 
learning curve,” she said. ‘It’s 

been a slow-and-steady, taking-it-step-by-step kind 
of thing. When we first started playing out, we would 
play ‘rock, paper, scissors’ to figure out who had to 
talk first. I think we’re still kind of a shy band.”
 A shy band that found the courage to collaborate 
and perform with Marshall Crenshaw. 
 How that came about was that Crenshaw found a 
song by the band on the Reverb Nation website and 
liked it so much, he reached out.
 “I said, ‘All right. This is like a remarkable 
thing,’” Crenshaw told the Local Spins website in Au-
gust of last year.
 “They just have natural ability,” Crenshaw said. 
“They’re children of artists. They have a work ethic 
about their art, and they understand how to approach 
the process.”
 Crenshaw is producing the band’s first album and 
has said that he will take it upon himself to shop it 
around to labels.
 The Billboard accolade also came out of nowhere. 
The band didn’t believe it at first.
 “We thought it was Photoshopped the first time 
we saw it,” Buist said. “We didn’t get any notification. 

-------------------- Feature • The Accidentals ------------------

Happy Accidents
Performances: Parkview Physicians Group 

Black Box Theatre in the Auer Center. 
Feb. 5: 7pm (Pre-Show Dinner in Artlink at 6pm) 

Feb. 6 & 7: 2pm 
In 1960, 6 year old Ruby Bridges became a face of the nation’s 

school integration system. Made famous by the painting by 
Norman Rockwell, Ruby became a young hero of consciousness. 
This original premiere is the third in Youtheatre’s trilogy about 

children who’ve fought to make a difference.  

In Partnership with the African, 
African-American Historical Museum 

Written & Directed by 
Gregory Stieber 

AIRING THIS WEEKEND • january 24

Meet the Music featuring

Carol Lockridge
& jeff Mcrae,
Dan Dickerson,

Elle/The remnant
AIRING NEXT WEEKEND • january 31

joe Louis Walker

THE ACCIDENTALS
8 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 28

C2G Music Hall
323 W. Baker St., Fort Wayne
Tix: $10-$20 thru Neat Neat 

Neat Record Store, Wooden 
Nickel Music Stores 

& www.c2gmusichall.com

Continued on page 5
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W e may be in the throes of winter, but that doesn’t mean there’s not a lot 
going on here in the Fort. All you gotta do is check whatzup and you’ll 
know that’s not the case. In this issue alone, we feature four shows 

worth checking out – The Accidentals, Steve Forbert, Scott H. Biram and The 
Mound Builders – and that’s just the shows of the musical variety. There’s also 
community theater at both the Arena and First Prez, as well as plenty of action at 
any number of local art galleries.

One local artist you’ll want to seek out is Christopher Ganz, our cover feature this 
week. Heather Miller’s story is on page 4, and it’s an interesting read about a fasci-
nating guy. Also featured this week is writer Mark Paul Smith, whose new novel is 
garnering critical praise. Steve Penhollow’s feature is on page 5, and it, too, is an 
interesting read about a fascinating guy. Continuing along the same lines, Michele 
DeVinney profiles Dan O’Connell, who heads up Visit Fort Wayne, on page 7.

But mostly what you’re going to find within these pages is “what there is to do,” 
and you can trust us when we tell you that there’s a lot of it, icy roads and frigid 
temperatures notwithstanding.

So read on, find the stuff that flips your switch, bundle up and get out of the house 
and have some fun. And while you’re out and about, please visit one of our advertis-
ers (any one or two you choose) and tell ’em thanks for keeping whatzup going and 
free. We couldn’t do it without them ... or you.

whatzup
V o l u m e  2 0 ,  N u m b e r  2 3

inside the issue
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JAKE
SHIMABUKURO
    UKULELE WIZARD
      Sponsored by Franklin Electric

SAT., JAN. 30 AT 7:30 P.M.
EMBASSY THEATRE

T I C K E T S 
STA R T  AT 

J U ST
$2 9

Ukulele wizard Jake Shimabukuro 
has been called a musical 

hero by Rolling Stone. Earning 
comparisons to Jimi Hendrix and 
Miles Davis and accolades wide 

and far, his traditional instrument 
has never sounded so vital and 

contemporary! Hear him live with 
the Fort Wayne Philharmonic!

GO TO OUR WEBSITE 
FOR TICKET INFO & MORE

ALL SHOWS ALL AGES

Saturday, Feb. 13 • 8pm • $15-$30

DAVY
KNOWLES

Saturday, March 5 • 8pm • $15-$30

COCO
MONTOYA

Thursday, Jan. 28 • 8pm • $10-$20

THE ACCIDENTALS

Saturday, Feb. 6 • 8pm • $10-$25

PINK DROYD
featuring LIVE AT POMPEII



By Heather Miller

 Down a flight of wooden stairs, in the 
basement, hangs a curtain of Visqueen that 
hides the artist’s workspace. A sheet of dry-
wall mounted to the wall serves as the per-
fect drawing surface for Christopher Ganz, 
a master of charcoal, pencil and printing. 
A large sheet of paper 
tacked to the drywall 
waits, ready to accept 
his newest charcoal 
drawing. His subject 
is the Tower of Babel, 
a tower partially built 
by the survivors of the 
Great Flood, a tower 
that would stretch into 
the heavens. 
 Ganz’s tower nods 
to the Seven Wonders 
of the World as he 
draws one civilization 
on top of another, each 
giving way and crum-
bling under the weight 
of the next. His con-
cept reflects his own 
interpretation of soci-
eties crumbling under 
their own weight. He 
is drawing a piece of architecture that repre-
sents the life cycle of civilization; when one 
society dies, another takes over, building its 
foundation on the previous but moving for-
ward toward modernization. 
 Ganz is fascinated by architecture. His 
idea for the Tower of Babel drawing buds 
from annual trips to Italy where Ganz mar-
vels at the ancient buildings and ruins, per-
fect examples of old civilization serving as 
the foundation for our modern life. The artist 
is also intrigued by the internal framework 
of objects, a fascination that was deep-root-
ed during his studies of anatomy and draw-
ing the human figure. He plans to show both 
the inside and outside of his Babel structure 
by adding caverns and gaps which will allow 
him to draw both the outer and inner struc-
tures of the architecture.
 His current drawing, which is that of 
a large object drawn almost as an island, 
is a step away from his normal method of 
composition. Ganz normally creates unique 
worlds within his drawings, worlds that ex-
tend beyond the page and keep the viewer’s 
mind thinking and wondering what lies be-
yond. 
 In his piece, “Reclamation,” Ganz pro-
duces a world that is dark yet uplifting. The 
drawing represents the inside of a cathedral 
with light streaming in through multiple 
paned, Gothic windows to spotlight trees 
that somehow grow from the church’s floor. 
Light pulls the eye to the altar, and then up 
toward the peaks of the flying buttresses 
where the shadow of three moon phases 
hangs overhead. The piece leads one to 
imagine walking through a forest planted 
between the pages of an ancient tale but with 
something more. A virtual overlay appearing 

similar to a theater scrim offers soft lines and 
streaks that suggest a barrier between the 
viewer and the world within the drawing. 
The piece both haunts and absorbs. “Recla-
mation” is successful in both charcoal and 
print and is a piece that tends to linger within 
the viewer’s mind for the long term. 
 The absurdity of our society and culture 

is the running theme in Ganz’s work. He 
walks through life with an idiosyncratic eye, 
keenly aware and responsive to the absurdity 
that surrounds us all. 
 “There’s definitely sarcasm in my 
work,” he says. “I don’t want my work to be 
dripping with it, just a little bit is enough.”
 At first sight the piece “Checking Out” 
is jarring, as it depicts comatose bodies slid-
ing down the conveyor belts of a big box 
store. One wonders if these figures are alive 
or dead; then a quick realization connects 
with the eye as it discovers that all the fig-
ures, all eight of them, are of the same man, 
Ganz himself. Eight self-portraits within one 
drawing lets the viewer know that this piece 
has intentions beyond showing the deft skill 

of the artist’s hand. Small details such as 
an apple paired with a snake lead one on a 
search for symbolism and hidden meaning.
 “Absurdity isn’t always bad,” says Ganz 
as he refers to his drawing and its subject. 
“Just going into one of those stores is a vi-
sual experience. When I first started draw-
ing I didn’t realize how much was in those 

places. There’s just so much 
information, and it’s all 
contained at eye level. The 
ceilings are so high, but 
there’s nothing to look at 
above and there’s nothing to 
look at below. Most of the 
space is just empty in those 
stores. They’re almost in-
complete.” 
 Ganz fulfills his role as 
an artist by showing us how 
these stores are dehuman-
izing products of our con-
sumer society. 
 “Everything in the store 
is designed to get your at-
tention and to buy it. Things 
aren’t made to be beautiful; 
they are there just to get 
your attention. Big stores 

are a direct reflection of America.
 “The artist should be an agent of change 
in society, or at the very least try to get peo-
ple to look at things a little harder,” he con-
tinues. “I guess there is quite a bit of social 
criticism in my work but I try to use humor 
to get the point across.” 
 Ganz has been using his own image to 
get the point across since he was an under-
graduate. He started adding multiple images 
of himself within one drawing as a gradu-
ate student and continues to use the device 
to tell stories and as a means to move the 
viewer through each piece.
 Caravaggio and Rembrandt are two art-
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“The Enigma”  (top); 
“Checking Out”
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By Steve Penhollow

 Area attorney, musician, art gallery 
owner and author Mark Paul Smith said he 
wrote the first draft of his latest book, Honey 
and Leonard, in the mid-90s while he was 
struggling with addiction.
 It was, he recalled, “written in a hazed 
frenzy.” 
 After 15 years of sobriety, Smith “dug 
the manuscript out of a drawer” and said 
he could “feel addiction dripping off the 
page.
 “It was a shocker,” he said. “It was 
like, ‘Whoa, I thought I was fine back 
then.’”
 Drugs and alcohol can be a kind of 
“rocket fuel” that can provide “some in-
spiration,” he said.
 “Some good stuff came out of the bad 
stuff,” he said. “But in the end, if you keep 
drinking, you’ll kill yourself like Heming-
way.”
 Smith doesn’t miss those days 
at all. 
 “In fact, guess what?” 
he said. “This’ll shock ya. 
Life’s more fun without it. 
Who knew? I could have 
saved a million bucks.”
 Smith said he had to get 
knocked off his high horse 
and end up down on his knees.
 “And by ‘down on my 
knees,’” he said, “I mean I had to 
accept a higher power in my life. 
I’m not saying it’s Jesus or Mo-
hammed or Buddha. I don’t know 
what it is. I just know it’s not me.”
 Honey and Leonard, which can 
be purchased via Amazon.com and 
at the Castle Gallery (owned by Smith and 
his wife, Jody Hemphill Smith) is about an 
elderly couple that goes on the lam and be-
comes an international cause célèbre in the 
process.
 Among the many aims of the book is 
banishment from common English usage of 
the word “elderly,” he said.
 “The book says you can be vibrant and 
vital well into your 70s and 80s,” he said. 
“In fact, you can be in love! You don’t have 
to be just elderly. I think elderly should go 
the way of the word retarded. Don’t use it 
anymore. It’s not nice anymore.”
 The Honey of the title struggles to make 
what she thinks she knows about love fit 
her current circumstances, Smith said. She 
thinks loving Leonard might cure him of Al-

zheimer’s. She wonders if she can continue 
to love Leonard as Alzheimer’s progresses. 
And she ponders what the ravages of age 
mean for her own lovability. 
 What she realizes (and this goes back to 
revelations Smith has had in his own life) is 
that it’s “more important to love than to be 
loved,” he said.

 “You can have a sta-
dium full of people love 
you and it won’t do you 
one bit of good if you 

can’t love at least one of 
them back,” Smith said.

 There was a time in his own life when 
Smith sought the love of stadiums full of 
people. After a stint as a newspaper reporter 
in the 70s, Smith went off to seek fame and 
fortune as part of a rock band called Wyler.
 He describes Wyler as “a seven-man 
band touring the southern United States and 
working steady during the disco era.”
 The band found especially enthusiastic 
audiences on the Bayou south of New Or-
leans, he said.
 “The band got to the point where we met 
with (Bob) Dylan’s manager,” Smith said. 
“He was going to sign us, and I realized, ‘I 
don’t understand any of this.’ So I went to 
law school so I could negotiate my own rock 
n’ roll contracts, none of which were forth-
coming.”
 Smith’s father was a lawyer who taught 

his young son cross-examination at the 
breakfast table.
 “He’d say, ‘Who were you out with 
last night? How many sisters does he have? 
What’s their number? I’ll call them. What 
time did you get in? Really? Because your 
mother and I were up then.’”
 Smith said that everything he did for the 

first 30 or so years of his adult life was 
dedicated to changing the world. 
 “I tried to change the world as a hip-
pie protester,” he said. “I tried to change 
the world as a journalist. I tried to change 
the world through rock n’ roll. And, fi-
nally, I tried to change the world through 
law. I’m sad to report that the world has 
changed me. I have not changed the 
world.
 “For everybody who is out there 
now trying to change the world,” Smith 
said, “I’ve tried it from every angle and, 
as far as I can tell, it ain’t changing.”
 The only thing you can change, 
Smith said, is yourself.
 “That’s kind of what Honey and 
Leonard is about,” he said. “How to 
change yourself.  
 “Here’s the deal. Life is a spiritual 
obstacle course. It’s designed to see if you 
can get over yourself. That’s the whole 
game.”
 We are all destined, perhaps, to be-
lieve at one or more points in our lives that 
we are at the center of the universe, Smith 

said. 
 “That is a trap we are all in,” he 
said. “And one way out of the trap is to love 
somebody more than you love yourself.”
 Smith, who describes writing a book as 
“the most fun you can have with your pants 
on,” is already hard at work on his next 
tome.
 It’s called Rock and Roll Voodoo.
 “It’s about my band in New Orleans and 
on the Bayou,” he said. “I’m about 70 pages 
into it, and I’m having a ball.”
 Smith describes it as a roman à clef.
 “That is fact disguised as fiction,” he 
said. “Because, lord knows, this protagonist 
is doing stuff I would never dream of do-
ing.”
 Smith eschews the “violence porn” that 
infects so much entertainment these days 
and encourages authors to write about real 
life.
 “It’s not always pretty,” he said. “It’s not 
always thrilling. It’s long stretches of bore-
dom punctuated by sheer terror. But that’s 
life.”

----------------------------- Feature • Mark Paul Smith ----------------------------

Writer of ‘Real Life’ Stories

February 26 & 27 | 7pm

Down the Line
10th ANNIVERSARY

UPCOMING EVENTS

Jennifer Nettles ............................ Mar. 17
Celtic Woman ................................ Mar. 18
tru TV’s Impractical Jokers ......... Mar. 19
Peppa Pig’s Big Splash ................ Mar. 24
NABBA Championship ............... Apr. 1-2
Jethro Tull .........................................Apr. 7
Annie .................................................Apr. 8
Bullets Over Broadway ....................Apr. 6
Rodney Carrington ........................ May 7

Embassy Theatre
125 W. Jefferson Blvd.

Fort Wayne, Indiana

ticketmaster.com

February 24 | 7:30pm

42Nd StREEt

January 23 | 8:30pm

2016 All StAR
ComEdY JAm

StARRINg dAmoN WIllIAmS, REdboNE,  
NIkkI CARR, hot SAuCE & moRE

February 12
7:30pm

muSIq
SoulChIld

March 3 | 7:30pm

JAY lENo

I think one of our fans saw it and said, ‘Hey 
did you guys know that you’re one of the top 
seven breakout bands at SXSW according to 
Billboard magazine.’
 “We were like, ‘No way!’” she said
 Given that both women are under 21, it 
is understandable that they’d claim the last 
five years have passed slowly for them.
 But when they’re made to think about it 

in hindsight by an old journalist for whom 
time passes really quickly, they realize how 
improbable and magical it has all been, Buist 
said.
 “We’re playing SXSW,” she said. 
“We’re playing at a couple of rock venues 
and opening for acts like Keller Williams, 
Rusted Root and the Wailers. It keeps es-
calating into craziness. It’s like this whole 

crazy, dream roller coaster.”
 Buist said they’ve tried to be totally 
present and in the moment so they “don’t 
forget anything.”
 “We’ve actually documented some of 
it via video,” she said. “We’re making sure 
we’re really embracing this part of our lives 
because not many people do what we’re do-
ing right now.”

THE ACCIDENTALS - From Page 2



whatzup Dining Club
Save Big

at 20 Fine
Restaurants

The whatzup Dining Club Card entitles you to Buy One - Get One Free (or similar) 
savings at the 20 fine Fort Wayne area restaurants on this page. 
At just $18.00, your whatzup Dining Club Card will more than pay for itself with just 
one or two uses. To save even more, get additional cards for yourself or for family and 
friends for just $15 apiece, a 16% discount.
Here’s How the whatzup Dining Club Card Works:
1.  Present your Dining Club card to receive one complimentary entree with the pur-

chase of one other entree at regular price. Complimentary entree will be of equal or 
lesser value, not to exceed limitations set by the restaurant. Complimentary meal 
value may be applied as a credit towards any two higher priced entrees. Unless 
specifically stated, offer does not include beverage, appetizers, desserts, other a la 
carte menu items or tax. Offer does not include take-out orders or room service.

2. The whatzup Dining Club Card is not valid on holidays.
3. The whatzup Dining Club Card may not be combined with other coupons or offers.
4. Individual restrictions are noted in this ad and after each participating restaurant 

listed on the whatzup Dining Club card. Purchaser may review card restrictions 
prior to purchase.

5. Restaurants reserve the right to add 15% gratuity before the discount. Please check 
with your server.

6. The card is valid through Nov. 30, 2016
7. The whatzup Dining Club Card may be used one time at each restaurant.

MAD ANTHONY TAP ROOM
114 N. Wayne St. • Auburn

260-927-0500 • NOT A COUPON

Buy One 
entree 

Get One 
Free

MAD ANTHONY LAKE CITY TAP HOUSE
113 E. Center St. • Warsaw

574-268-2537 • NOT A COUPON

Buy One 
entree 

Get One 
Free

whatzup Dining Club Enrollment
Please send ____ cards. Enclosed is $18 for one card and $15 for each additional 
card. Enclosed is my personal check/money order or charge my credit card. Click 

on the Dining Club link at www.whatzup.com to sign up online.

Credit Card Type: o Master Card; o Visa     Expiration Date: ______/_____  Sec. Code: ________

Credit Card Number: ___ ___ ___ ___  -  ___ ___ ___ ___  -  ___ ___ ___ ___  -  ___ ___ ___ ___

Name: _________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________State: _________ Zip Code: __________________

Signature: _______________________________________  Phone: _________________________

Make check out to whatzup and mail with this form to: 
whatzup, 2305 E. Esterline Rd., Columbia City, IN 46725

or call 260-691-3188 weekdays 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. to order by phone.

~ THE ADVERTISEMENTS ON THIS PAGE ARE NOT COUPONS ~

Buy Any Menu Item 
and Get a Second 
of Equal or Lesser 

Value Free
NOT A COUPON

135 W. Columbia St. • Fort Wayne
260-422-5055

Buy 2 Entrees
& Get Free
Appetizer
(up to $10)

135 W. Columbia St. • Fort Wayne
260-422-7500 • NOT A COUPON

2008 Fairfield, Fort Wayne
260-387-5903 • Not a Coupon

BUY ONE 
GET ONE
Pulled Pork or 
Pulled Chicken

Sandwich
Mon.-Thurs. Only

6410 W. Jefferson Blvd., Fort Wayne
260-432-8993  NOT A COUPON

Buy One Entree
Get One Free
w/Purchase of 
2 Beverages

Taj Mahal
(Limit $8.95)

Excludes Buffet

816 S.Calhoun St.
Fort Wayne • 260-918-9775

Buy 1 Grinder,
Calzone, Wrap or 
Gluten-Free Pizza 

& Get 1 of Equal or 
Lesser Value Free NOT A 

COUPON

Buy One
Sandwich Get

One Free
w/One Drink Minimum

Mon.-Thurs. Only
4205 Bluffton Rd.

Fort Wayne
260-747-9964

NOT A
COUPON

Buy One

entree

Get One

Free Up to $12
Excludes Saturdays,
Pizza & Pizza Buffet

2242 Goshen Rd., Fort Wayne
260-482-1618

NOT A COUPON

Buy One
Entree

Get One
Free

(up to $8)
1915 S. Calhoun St., Fort Wayne

260-456-7005

N
O

T
 A
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O

U
P

O
N

Buy One Entree • Get One 1/2 Off
1414 Northland Blvd., Fort Wayne
Inside Crazy Pins • 260-490-2695

N
O

T
 A

C
O

U
P

O
N

MAD ANTHONY LAKEVIEW ALE HOUSE
4080 North 300 West, Angola
260-833-2537 • NOT A COUPON

Buy One 
entree 

Get One 
Free

Buy One Entree
Get One Free

(up to $9.99 value)

N
O

T
 A

C
O

U
P

O
N

820 Spring St., Fort Wayne
260-426-1088 • Not a Coupon

Buy One Lunch 
or Dinner & 

Get One Free
Up to $10.99

Excludes Frog Legs

301 West Jefferson Boulevard
Fort Wayne || 260.267.9679

NOT A 
COUPON

O’REILLY’S 
IRISH BAR &
RESTAURANT

FREE 
APPETIZER

w/PURCHASE OF 
2 ENTREES (Up to $10)

Buy One Lunch or 
Dinner (Max. $9.75), 
Get One of Equal or 

Lesser Value
for Half Off

(Mon.-Thurs. Only)
1502 N. Wells St., Fort Wayne
260.420.3474 / Not a Coupon

Buy One Lunch Or Dinner, 
Get One 

FOr 1/2 OFF
                      (Of Equal or 

Lesser Value;
 Excludes Appetizers)

NOT A COUPON 

4001 S. WAyNE STREET
FT. WAyNE~260.745.3369

MAD ANTHONY BREWING COMPANY
2002 S. Broadway • Fort Wayne
260-426-2537 • NOT A COUPON

Buy One 
entree 
Get One 

Free
(of equal or lesser value; up to $8)

(of equal or lesser value)

(of equal or lesser value)

(of equal or lesser value)

Buy One entree
Get One Free

up tO $10
The Lucky Turtle Grill

The Lucky Moose Lounge
622 E. Dupont RD.

Ft. Wayne • 260.490.5765
NOT A COUPON 
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O
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 A
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O

U
P

O
N

Burgers • Bands • Bourbon
4910 N. Clinton, Ft. Wayne, 209.2117

10% OFF
Not Valid on Alcohol

Monday-Friday Dine-In Only
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ists with bodies of work that guide Ganz through each of his 
pieces. Besides creating beautiful images, both Rembrandt 
and Caravaggio are masters at moving the eye through a 
painting. 
 “To me they are more like directors of a stage,” says 
Ganz. “There is drama they are creating as a person moves 
through a piece, kind of like directing a film. There’s a hier-
archy in a piece, some things are more important than other 
things. If everything has the same value, then the piece be-
comes flat and no one will want to look at it long.”

 Spending time looking at Ganz’s work is compulsory for 
most viewers. The precision of line and accurately developed 
shapes and forms in his work are not easily surpassed. 
 “I love trying to draw complicated things,” he says. “I 
love the feeling of trying to capture light. That’s when I re-
ally get into my work. It can take a while to figure out which 
way the shadows should fall and how the light hits things. 
Line form and shape are the hard things to solve. Getting to 
the details is the fun part.”
 Ganz has mastered accuracy and detail, but what makes 

his work stand apart is his intuitive use of the picture plane. 
 “The paper is an arbitrary thing, an abstraction,” says 
Ganz. “There is value and space beyond the picture that 
needs to be considered. It is important not to stop at the edg-
es. An image is one part of the bigger whole.” 
 Ganz goes on to explain that a successful piece of art can 
be cropped into smaller pieces that can stand alone, a feature 
that is common in his own work. 
 Ganz is an artist skilled at creating worlds that are absurd 
but so finely executed that we believe them. 
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By Michele DeVinney

 When Dan O’Connell moved to Fort 
Wayne in 1988 to head the city’s Conven-
tion and Visitor’s Bureau (now Visit Fort 
Wayne), he did so because he could see the 
potential in Fort Wayne and felt much of it 
had not yet been tapped. Now, almost three 
decades later, the city has exploded with op-
tions for both residents and visitors. While 
he’s happy with the growth, O’Connell also 
sees so much more on the horizon.
 His arrival in Fort Wayne came af-
ter O’Connell left a similar position in St. 
Cloud, Minnesota where he had graduated 
from St. Cloud State University, part of the 
University of Minnesota network and a cam-
pus that O’Connell says compares to IPFW. 
His major had been marketing, and he quick-
ly saw that he could apply that knowledge to 
helping to improve a community.
 “While I was in school, I had an intern-
ship at the local Chamber of Commerce,” 
says O’Connell. “I saw how advertising and 
marketing could be more rewarding if it was 
used to help with community development. 
Making a destination better, whether it’s 
through ballparks or festivals, is an asset for 
both visitors and residents.”
 O’Connell admits that the focus of the 
visitor’s bureau in St. Cloud involved a lot 
of fishing and snowmobiling, but he saw 
how much Fort Wayne had to offer and how 
a move here could benefit his career.
 “There was a lot of potential here that 
the bureau wasn’t really capitalizing on or 
championing. At that time the Memorial 
Coliseum was just adding on the new Expo 
Center, and there was the Children’s Zoo, 
Science Central was coming along, and there 
was the Grand Wayne Center. There was a 
lot to offer.”
 Of course, the addition of Parkview 
Field has helped grow the downtown area 
and brought more foot traffic to the busi-

nesses there, but O’Connell says the seeds 
of downtown’s revival pre-dates even the 
ballpark’s contribution.
 “The Downtown Improvement District 
was already working to bring more busi-
nesses to downtown and making downtown 
cleaner, greener and 
friendlier. That was an 
important foundation 
block for all the things 
that followed, like the 
ballpark, the expanded 
library, the expansion 
of the convention cen-
ter.”
 That growth also 
helped the Convention 
and Visitor’s Bureau 
to both move and re-
brand itself Visit Fort 
Wayne. O’Connell 
says the changes have 
helped it grow and bet-
ter serve the commu-
nity.
 “When we moved 
our offices from a 
small parking garage 
across from the Hilton 
into the corner build-
ing on Harrison, we 
were within walking distance of the Grand 
Wayne Center and many of the places we 
were working with. And with the move we 
decided we needed a new name, and other 
cities were beginning to incorporate ‘Visit,’ 
which made sense. When we were the Con-
vention and Visitor’s Bureau, people thought 
we were a government agency, which we’re 
not, or the convention center, which we’re 
not. At that same time, our online presence 
was exploding, and Visit Fort Wayne was al-
ready aligned with that.”
 The main focus of O’Connell’s job is to 
bring people to Fort Wayne, and a few years 

ago that effort took a very personal turn. His 
brother John, a theater and directing veteran, 
was looking for a new place to call home. 
When the IPFW theater department was 
looking for a new chair following the death 
of Larry Life, John’s brother Dan was able to 

provide some valuable 
information that ulti-
mately led to John’s 
relocation to IPFW – 
where he is now dean 
of the College of Visu-
al and Performing Arts 
– and Fort Wayne.
 “Of course, my 
brother had come here 
regularly to visit my 
family during the holi-
day season, so he had 
spent time here. But 
when he was looking to 
move here, I was able 
to pitch the growth of 
IPFW, which had just 
become a Division I 
school and was adding 
a medical school and 
the Rhinehart Music 
Center, so there was 
great growth there and 
in the downtown area. 

But I was also able to tell him that there was 
an active gay community here. The gay com-
munity wasn’t reclusive, and I could tell him 
what an open community this is. People here 
are tolerant.”
 O’Connell also notes how moderate the 
political landscape is here, not liking any-
thing “ultra-conservative or ultra-liberal,” 
and that, while it sometimes takes awhile 
for the city’s residents to get on board with a 
new idea, once they do, they embrace it.
 “Once we reach a consensus, this city 
acts and embraces it. That’s why we’re able 
to have the best ballpark in the country, the 

best genealogy center in the country. I was 
talking to someone the other day who said, 
‘I’m so tired of hearing about your River 
Greenway! You have 60 miles of trails, and 
in Indy we only have 18.’ I love hearing 
things like that.”
 On the horizon for O’Connell is to con-
tinue to lure more businesses and organiza-
tions into town for their conventions. He says 
the city’s affordability, not to mention the 
amenities it has to offer, have made it easier 
to bring events, like this summer’s National 
Scrabble Convention, into Fort Wayne. Visit 
Fort Wayne has also developed its social 
media presence, with more than 10,000 Fa-
cebook likes and 750,000 visits to their web-
site. Those elements have helped draw more 
attention to everything Fort Wayne has to of-
fer. O’Connell is also excited about the up-
coming riverfront development project, and 
sees terrific potential for its possibilities.
 “With a quarter-mile of riverfront area to 
work with, we can do almost anything. We 
can have a commercial area, but we can also 
incorporate a natural habitat with parks and 
picnic areas. We have a lot of riverfront to 
work with, so we can play to a lot of differ-
ent tastes. We don’t have to put all our eggs 
in one basket.”
 In the end, with all the changes and new 
developments that have taken place since 
O’Connell came to town all those years ago, 
he still likes to sell Fort Wayne with the same 
approach that made him want to call this city 
home. It’s a great place to raise a family.
 “People say that all the time, right? That 
this is a great place to raise a family. And 
that was important to me at that time because 
I did have a young family, and the important 
factors were schools, parks, Friday Night 
Lights. But our social services are aimed at 
kids and our sports programs aim at kids. So 
those are the things that enticed me, and as a 
community leader, those are the assets to sell 
to other people.”

----------------------------------------------Feature • Dan O’Connell ---------------------------------------------

Putting the City’s Best Face Forward

CHRISTOPHER GANZ - From Page 4

The Most Complete, Easiest to Use
Movie Times for All of Northeast Indiana

That You’re Gonna Find Online
the MOVIES @
WHATZUP.COM

Dan O’Connell
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David Bowie
Blackstar

 In the aftermath of David Bow-
ie’s unexpected passing on January 
10, his 26th and final studio album, 
Blackstar, has taken on a life of its 
own. Released on January 8, Bow-
ie’s 69th birthday, this stark and 
mysterious album contained numer-
ous clues about Bowie’s illness and 
impending death. Between a jewel-
encrusted skull in an astronaut helmet in the title track’s video, and 
a less subtle image of Bowie rattling on a deathbed in the video for 
“Lazarus,” these images were observed as puzzling, bizarre and dis-
turbing. Now, they tell a story of how Bowie dealt with being given 
a liver cancer diagnosis – and a finite time frame to make one last, 
wonderful album. 
 Bowie’s nascent love for black music often inspired his own, so 
it should come as no surprise that he, along with longtime producer, 
Tony Visconti, were taking cues from Kendrick Lamar’s To Pimp a 
Butterfly, which coalesced jazz, funk and soul into a hip-hop album. 
Blackstar demonstrates elements of jazz, funk and soul – drastically 
different from the art rock of his 2013 comeback album, The Next 
Day, which relied more on safety and consistency to provide a sturdy 
career resurrection after a decade of silence. Most Bowie fans will 
appreciate that Blackstar abandons any notion of safety, even more 
so when considering it as a cryptic epitaph.
 All seven of Blackstar’s songs tie thematically to Bowie com-
ing to terms with his death and reflecting on his life with an array of 
emotions and layers of subtlety. “Lazarus” goes back and forth be-
tween welcoming death to end suffering and likening himself to the 
namesake biblical figure who sought a cure from Jesus before suc-
cumbing to his illness. Others like “Sue (Or in a Season of Crime)” 
and “’Tis a Pity She Was a Whore” are based off a tragedy by 17th 
century playwright John Ford, and could be interpreted as allegorical 
references to Bowie’s own repentance for past sins.
 Blackstar invites various interpretations, making it an experience 
unique to the individual listener. (Bowie himself, perhaps misleading 
on purpose, told a session musician the title track was about ISIS, 
whereas others directly involved in the production didn’t know what 
it was about at all.)  
 As fans and critics alike praise the album for being a brave and 
unique statement before his death, Blackstar is being reappraised as 
one of Bowie’s greatest works. Greatness aside, the liberal applica-
tions of rock and jazz, as well as the cryptic lyrics, are not ready 
made for newcomers looking to start learning about what made 
Bowie the artist such a powerful and far-reaching figure in music 
history. However, as the world mourns Bowie’s loss, Blackstar is 
indeed a fitting parting gift to those who have either followed him for 
decades, or will become fans in the future. Regardless of whether he 
was a rock star alien sent to blow our minds or a human being who 
made it okay for other humans to embrace their individualism, his 
life and work remain an immortal source of inspiration for anybody 
looking to make their mark on the world. (Colin McCallister)

SystemHouse 33
Regression

 A few years back, a documen-
tary came out entitled Global Metal. 
It was a sequel of sorts to a previ-
ous doc, Metal: A Headbanger’s 
Journey. Both were made by an-
thropologist Samuel Dunn, himself 
an avowed metalhead. In A Head-
banger’s Journey, Dunn explored 
the cultural origins and impacts of 
heavy metal music. Global Metal picked up and expanded on one of 
the more intriguing threads of the previous movie and covered how 
metal music was making inroads in far-flung corners of the globe.
 One of the countries that made an appearance in both documen-
taries was India, a nation more renowned in the states for sitar mu-
sic than heavy metal. Metal may not be an obvious fit, but India is 
culturally diverse, if nothing else, so it makes sense that metal has 
at least found a niche on the subcontinent. Major touring bands like 
Megadeth have also been making stops in India on world tours in 
recent years as well. And the Indian fans appearing in the docs were 
just as enthused about the music as they were anywhere else on the 

planet.
 Enter SystemHouse33, who are touted as leaders of the Indian 
metal scene. If you’ve never heard of them, don’t feel bad. They’re 
not well known outside of their native land, although they just fin-
ished a mini-tour through Germany opening up for American death 
metal stalwarts Six Feet Under.
 Given the company they keep (read: “Chris Barnes”), it shouldn’t 
come as a surprise that their fifth album, Regression is a full-on metal 
assault with some seriously heavy riffage. Overall, their sound is best 
described as a blend of groove and thrash metal; American bands that 
they recall are Pantera, Lamb of God and Anthrax.
 After an ominous intro (“Catharsis”), the band jumps into the 
title track with frenzied, staccato fretwork and howled, yet somewhat 
melodic vocals. Those tight, almost djent-y riffs appear throughout 
the album, notably in songs like “Death Chamber” and “Detestable 
Idolatry.” And they have the good sense to mix up the djent/Meshug-
gah-esque approach to riffage with rolling, crushing riffs that recall 
early Exodus.
 The album is short, only eight songs counting the intro, each 
ranging from three to five minutes. And their sound is a bit of a 
throwback, eschewing, for the most part, the metalcore and death/
black metal forms that have come into prominence; their sound is 
more akin to late 90s to early 00s thrash/groove metal, but they don’t 
necessarily sound out of date. In fact, they’re able to embody their 
chosen genre without sounding like a retread.
 It’s kind of remarkable how much they sound like an American 
or European metal band. If you’re not paying attention to the lyrics, 
there’s nothing in the sound to mark it as distinctly Indian or south 
Asian. The lyrics do deal with some of the harsh realities of living 
in a developing country. In that, they’re a bit like Sepultura, who 
hail from Brazil but were able to rise to prominence in America and 
Europe in the late 80s and early 90s. Their sound was heavy thrash, 
almost death metal, but in their lyrics they often explored themes of 
social strife in their homeland. 
 For now, Systemhouse33 demonstrate on Regression what a po-
tent metal outfit they are. Fans of thrash and groove metal will find 
plenty to enjoy on the album. It would really be interesting if the 
band could figure out a way to incorporate sounds and ideas that are 
uniquely Indian into their sound. For now, though, they’re churning 
out more than enough to mosh to. (Ryan Smith)

-----------------------------------------Spins ---------------------------------------

The Bags
All Bagged Up (2007)

 Alicia “Bags” Armandariz and 
Pat Morrison formed the Bags back 
in the late 1970s. On my opinion, 
they were the godmothers of the 
West Coast punk scene. Signed to the 
short-lived, yet extremely important 
Dangerhouse label, these ladies were 
the reason that punk rock thrived and survived in Los Angeles 
during a bland musical period. This release, on the hardworking 
and era-saving Artifix label, captures them in their peak and fea-
tures some fantastic performances and outtakes through 1979.
 The collection opens with “Survive,” a sultry little number 
as it opens before kicking over the mic stand and grinding it out 
for just under three minutes. “Babylonian Gorgon” follows and 
hints at another band (The Runaways), but has an edgier sound. 
Then imagine the Plasmatics a year later as an angrier version of 
the Bags,  then a lighter version in The Go-Go’s – you can see the 
female punk-group family tree starting to grow, right?
 You get some live recordings from The Masque, a short-lived 
CBGB’s-type club in Hollywood, as well as some stuff from a 
show in Portland from 1979.
 All Bagged Up is not the easiest record to find, but if you have 
the means, you could probably score something from an auction 
site or on cassette. Let me know if you hear of anything.
 Alice Bags still performs musically, is an activist and poet-
Still travels to speak. Pat Morrison played with Sisters of Mercy 
and The Damned and retired from music after giving birth to her 
daughter in 2004.
 I wish I could convey just how important this band is in the 
rock n’ roll timeline. If you enjoy punk rock, I’d urge you to 
Google them to experience their originality and contribution to 
the punk genre. (Dennis Donahue)

BACKTRACKS

Wooden Nickel
(Week ending 1/17/16)

 TW LW ARTIST/Album
 1 – DAVID BOWIE
   Blackstar

 2 1 ADELE
   25

 3 2 CHRIS STAPLETON
   Traveller

 4  STRAIGHT OUTTA COMPTON
   Soundtrack

 5 5 CAGE THE ELEPHANT
   Tell Me I’m Pretty

 6 6 STAR WARS: THE FORCE AWAKENS
   Soundtrack

 7 8 THE WEEKND 
   Beauty Behind the Madness

 8 4 COLDPLAY
   Head Full of Dreams

 9 – HINDS
   Leave Me Alone

 10 3 TWENTY ONE PILOTS
   Blurryface

TOP SELLERS @

 Wooden Nickel
CD of the Week

3627 N. Clinton • 484-2451
3422 N. Anthony • 484-3635

6427 W. Jefferson • 432-7651
We Buy, Sell & Trade Used CDs, LPs & DVDs

www.woodennickelrecords.com

$11.99
HinDS

leAve me Alone
Depending on your point of view, the Madrid-
based garage rock quartet Hinds make music 
that is seriously fun or fun music with a serious 
side. Regardless of how you spin it, their debut 
Leave Me Alone, is sunny and danceable. It’s 
also, according to critics, a step in the right direc-
tion for Carlotta Cosials and company. Highlights 
include “Fat Calmed Kiddos,” “Garden” and “San 
Diego.” Pick up your copy for $11.99 at any 
Wooden Nickel Music store.

check out our
50¢ viNyl biNs
huNdreds to Choose from



Thursday, January 21
AmericAn idol KArAoKe — Karaoke 

at Nick’s Martini & Wine Bar, Fort 
Wayne, 8-11 p.m., no cover, 482-
6425

AmericAn idol KArAoKe w/dAve — 
Karaoke at Latch String, Fort Wayne, 
10:30 p.m., no cover, 483-5526

BuccA KArAoKe w/BuccA — Karaoke at 
Deer Park Irish Pub, Fort Wayne, 10 
p.m., no cover, 432-8966

chris worth — Variety at Shady Nook, 
Fort Wayne, 7-10 p.m., no cover, 
471-7372

dJ douBle K — Variety at Bar 145, Fort 
Wayne, 9 p.m., no cover, 209-2117

huBie AshcrAft — Acoustic at Annrita’s 
Lounge and Grill, Fort Wayne, 6:30-
9:30 p.m., no cover, 459-7687

Jeff mcdonAld — Variety at Don Hall’s 
Guesthouse, Fort Wayne, 7-10 p.m., 
no cover, 489-2524

Jon durnell — Variety at Checkerz Bar 
& Grill, Fort Wayne, 7:30-9:30 p.m., 
no cover, 489-0286

miKe mowry — Rock/variety at 
Beamer’s Sports Grill, Fort Wayne, 
7-10 p.m., no cover, 625-1002

open mic — Hosted by Mike Conley 
at Mad Anthony Brewing Co., Fort 
Wayne, 8:30-11 p.m., no cover, 426-
2537

open stAge JAm — Hosted by Pop ‘n’ 
Fresh at Office Tavern, Fort Wayne, 
8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m., no cover, 478-
5827

shelly dixon & Jeff mcrAe — 
Acoustic variety at Adams Lake Pub, 
Wolcottville, 7-10 p.m., no cover, 
854-3463

shooting stAr prod. w/stu — at 
Double Down, Fort Wayne, 9 p.m., 
, 435-4567

west centrAl QuArtet — Jazz at 
Grand Wayne Center, Fort Wayne, 
6-9 p.m., free, 469-3469

Friday, January 22
BAcKwAter — Country rock at The 

Post, Pierceton, 9:30 p.m., $3, 594-
3010

Big cAddy dAddy — Rock/variety at 
The Venue, Angola, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., 
$5, 665-3922

Brother — Rock at Checkerz Bar & 
Grill, Fort Wayne, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., 
noc over, 489-0286

chris worth & compAny — R&B/variety 
at Navy Club, Ship 245, New Haven, 
7-11 p.m., no cover, 493-4044

clAssic voice — Variety at Venice 
Restaurant, Fort Wayne, 6:30-9:30 
p.m., no cover, 482-1618

dAnce pArty w/dJ rich — Variety at 
Columbia Street West, Fort Wayne, 
10:30 p.m., cover, 422-5055

the derechos — Variety at Don Hall’s 
Guesthouse, Fort Wayne, 9 p.m.-
12:30 a.m., no cover, 489-2524

finding fridAy — Acoustic variety at 
Deer Park Irish Pub, Fort Wayne, 9 
p.m.-12 a.m., no cover, 432-8966

fort wAyne funK orchestrA — Funk 
at Phoenix, Fort Wayne, 9 p.m.-
12:30 a.m., $5, 387-6571

g-money BAnd — Blues/variety at 
Eagles Post 3512, Fort Wayne, 7-11 
p.m., no cover, 436-3512

---------------- Calendar • Live Music & Comedy ----------------

NIGHTLIFE

ALLEN COUNTY

4D’s bAr & GrILL
Tavern/Sports Bar • 1820 W. Dupont Rd., Fort Wayne • 260-490-6488
ExpEct: Great food and drink specials and live entertainment; $2 drink 
specials daily; $1 tacos on Mon.; $1.50 domestic longnecks & $1 tacos 
on Tues.; 39¢ wings on Wed. (3-11 p.m., dine-in only); $1 sliders & 
$1.50 longnecks on Thurs.; live music Fri. & Sat.; buy one-get one 
half off entrees on Sat. (5-8 p.m.); $7.50 14”, 3-topping pizza on Sun. 
GEttinG thErE: NW corner of Dupont & Lima. hours: 11 a.m.-3 a.m. 
Mon.-Fri.; noon-3 a.m. Sat.-Sun. Alcohol: Full Service; pmt: MC, 
Visa, Disc
AJ’s UsA bAr & GrILLE
Sports Bar/Tavern • 2472 Getz Rd., Fort Wayne • 260-434-1980
ExpEct: Karaoke every Wednesday and Saturday night, live music, 
NFL package on 10 screens, billiards, darts, good food, daily specials 
Monday-Friday, all in a friendly atmosphere. GEttinG thErE: Located in 
Canopy Corners on Getz Road between Covington and Illinois. hours: 
11 a.m.-3 a.m. Mon.-Sat., 12 noon-3 a.m. Sun. Alcohol: Full Service; 
pmt: MC, Visa, Disc, Amex
ALLEY spOrTs bAr
Sports Bar • 1455 Goshen Rd., Fort Wayne • 260-483-4421
ExpEct: Sports on 21 big screen TVs all week. Sandwiches, wraps, 
soups and salads. $10 buckets every Sunday. GEttinG thErE: Inside Pro 
Bowl West, Gateway Plaza on Goshen Road. hours: 1-10 p.m. Mon.-
Tues., closed Wed., 1-11 p.m. Thurs., 1 p.m.-1 a.m. Fri.-Sat., 1-9 p.m. 
Sun. Alcohol: Full Service; pmt: MC, Visa, Disc, Amex
ANNrITA’s LOUNGE & GrILL
Music/Dancing • 6330 W. Jefferson Blvd., Fort Wayne • 260-459-7687
ExpEct: Newly remodeled. Enjoy drinks, dining and dancing in a warm, 
friendly atmosphere. You’ll love our fare of Korean, Italian and tapas 
dishes. GEttinG thErE: Located in Covington Plaza next to Fresh 
Market and Chappell’s Restaurant. hours: Open 4 p.m. Tues.-Sun.; 
opening for lunch soon. Alcohol: Full Service; pmt: MC, Visa, Disc, 
Amex, DC
ArCOLA INN & ALE
Pub/Tavern • 11517 Arcola Rd., Arcola • 260-625-4444
ExpEct: Golden Tee,  pool table, jukebox, live weekend entertainment, 
3 TVs, free WIFI, patio, fire pit. Drink specials: $3 domestic pitch-
ers $2 Fire & Ice Sun.; $1 domestic drafts, $2 craft drafts, $3 Captain 
Mon.; $2 well drinks Tues.; $2 Reds, $3 bombs Wed.; $2 domestic 
longnecks, $3 craft/import longnecks Thurs.; $5 domestic pitchers Fri.; 
$3 Beam or Canadian Mist Sat. GEttinG thErE: Arcola Rd. & Eme, 
less than 10 minutes from Fort Wayne. hours: 11 a.m.-3 a.m. daily. 
Alcohol: Full Service; pmt: MC, Visa, Disc, ATM
bAr 145
Gastro Pub • 4910 N. Clinton St., Fort Wayne • 260-209-2117
ExpEct: Pairing premium spirits and beer with gourmet food in an 
ambient, energetic setting offering live entertainment. Full menu. $10 
lunches including sandwich, side & drink, 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Mon.-Fri.; 
$15 bottled house wine/$5 glasses Tues.; $5 Burger & $5 Martinis 
Wed.; $4 Craft Bottles Thurs. GEttinG thErE: Between Coliseum 
and Washington Ctr. on North Clinton. hours: 11:30 a.m.-12 a.m. 
Sun.-Tues., 11:30 a.m.-1 a.m. Wed.,-Thurs., 11:30 a.m.-3 a.m. Fri.-Sat. 
Alcohol: Full Service; pmt: MC, Visa, Disc, Amex
bEAMEr’s spOrTs GrILL
Sports/Music/Variety • W. County Line Rd. & Highway 30 • 260-625-1002
ExpEct: Big Ten, Nascar, NFL Sunday Ticket, pool tournaments, live 
music Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays. No cover. New owners & man-
agement. Complete menu featuring homemade pizza, burgers, steaks, 
sandwiches and salads. Serving fresh Didier meats. GEttinG thErE: A 
quick 10 minutes west of Coliseum on U.S. 30. hours: Open daily at 
11 a.m., noon on Sunday. pmt: MC, Visa, Amex, Disc
bOOTLEGGErs sALOON & GALLEY
Pub/Tavern • 2809 W. Main St., Fort Wayne • 260-387-6307
ExpEct: Golden Tee, jukebox, 3 TVs, free WIFI, deck patio, motor-
cycle parking available. Daily food & drink specials: $1 coneys & 
$2.50 18 oz. domestics Sun.; 50¢ wings & $3 pitchers Mon.; $1 tacos 
& $1.50 domestic longnecks Tues.; $1 drafts & 1/2 price pizza Wed.; 
$12 buckets & $1 sliders Thurs.; $4 pitchers & smoked BBQ ribs, 
tips & chicken specials Fri.; $12 buckets Sat. GEttinG thErE: Corner 
of Jefferson & West Main St., 2 minutes from downtown. hours: 11 
a.m.-3 a.m. daily. Alcohol: Full Service; pmt: MC, Visa, Disc, ATM

 Many of you have probably gotten wind by now 
that the legendary Heart will be coming to town on 
Friday, May 13 to perform at the Foellinger Theatre. 
With over 35 million records sold worldwide and a 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame induction, it’s quite the 
honor to have Ann and Nancy Wilson back in town. 
 If memory serves, the last time they were here was 
in 1998 when they performed at Piere’s. That was an 
evening full of classics like “Barracuda,” “Crazy on 
You” and “Dreamboat Annie,” and I wouldn’t expect 
anything less this time around. I did have the pleasure 
of purchasing their 2012 release, Fanatic, soon after 
it was released, and I have to say this well-oiled ma-
chine doesn’t miss a beat these days. 
 Tickets for Heart go on sale at the Fort Wayne 
Parks Department and all three Wooden Nickel Re-
cords locations on Friday, March 4 at 8 a.m. These 
tickets are going to go quick. 
 The last few years the Foellinger has really hit 
some home runs, and if the Heart show is any indica-
tion, the summer of 2016, it’s going to be a good one.

***
 The Fort Wayne Derby Girls are set for another 
year of blocks, hip-checks and occasional elbow-
throwing when their season kicks off Saturday, Janu-
ary 23 at Kalamazoo, Michigan when the Bomb Squad 
battles the Kill Stars. If you’re looking for a road trip, 
I’m sure the Derby Girlss would be more than happy 
to have you in their corner that evening. As for their 
home opener, it’s slated for Saturday, February 6 at 

the Memorial Coliseum with the Bomb Squad battling 
Hammer City Roller Girls. The Derby Brats will also 
take to the floor that night.There will also be a bout 
between Co-Ed Hoosiers and The Buckeye’s Guys/
Girls mash-up. Things will get underway at 6 p.m., 
with tickets at $12 and a Valentine’s special offer of 
two tickets for $20. If you haven’t made your Valen-
tines plans quite yet then this could be a possibility. 
Not that the FWDG’s aren’t sweet enough, but I would 
still suggest a couple of roses and some chocolates in 
addition. Their next home bout will be on Saturday, 
February 20 against Derby City Roller Girls. 
***
 The fine folks at Let’s Comedy have an intriguing 
event coming up that’s not the normal comedy show 
you’re accustomed to. On Saturday, January 30 (8 
p.m.), they’ll present An Evening with the Authors at 
Jennifer Ford Art (3223 Carroll Rd.). This is a comedy 
show where comedians and actors pose as fictional 
authors reading excerpts from their fake books. You 
don’t get a chance to see comedy like that every day. 
Tickets are $7 at the door. 

niknit76@yahoo.com

Out and About
NICK brAUN

----------------------------------------------------------------------
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260-625-1002
9 short min. west of Coliseum Blvd.

at US 30 & W. County Line Road

Local Acoustic Every Thursday
Thursday, Jan. 21 • 7pm-10pm

Mike Mowry
Friday, Jan. 22 • 8pm-12am

Reckon
(Unplugged)
Saturday, Jan. 23 • 9:30pm-1:30am

He Said, She Said
10336 Leo Road FoRt Wayne
260-483-1311

wednesdays
8PM KaRaoKe

50¢ WInGS
$1.50 MILLeR LIte & CooRS LIGHt

FRIDAY, JAnUARY 22 • 9PM

ModeRate 
PaIn

FRIDAY-SATURDAY, JAnUARY 29-30 • 9PM

BIG Caddy daddy
CatCH aLL tHe nFL 

PLayoFFS GaMeS on
oUR GIant MeGatRon

 • eveRY DAY • 
$6.99 LUnCH SPeCIaLS Call 486-0216 for More InforMatIon

or vIsIt www.snICkerzCoMedyClub.bIz

Starred in long-running hit show at 
Caroline’s on Broadway and featured 

on Laughs on Fox and Sirius XM radio

lIz
russo
w/kevIn ruble

Friday-Saturday, Jan. 22-23 • 7:30 & 9:45 • $9.50

now hiring All positions



NIGHTLIFE

C2G MUsIC HALL
Music • 323 W. Baker St., Fort Wayne • 260-426-6464
ExpEct: Great live music on one of Fort Wayne’s best stages. Diverse 
musical genres from local, regional and national performers, all in a 
comfortable, all-ages, family-friendly, intimate atmosphere. Excellent 
venue for shows, events, presentations, meetings and gatherings. 
Food catered by local vendors during some shows. GEttinG thErE: 
Downtown on Baker between Ewing and Harrison, just south of 
Parkview Field. hours: Most shows start at 8 p.m., doors one hour 
earlier. Alcohol: Beer & wine during shows only; pmt: Cash, check
CALHOUN sTrEET sOUps, sALADs & spIrITs “Cs3”
Music/Variety • 1915 S. Calhoun St., Fort Wayne • 260-456-7005
ExpEct: Great atmosphere, DJ Friday night, live shows, weekly drink 
specials, private outdoor patio seating. Daily specials, full menu of 
sandwiches, soups, salads, weekend dinner specials and appetizers. 
GEttinG thErE: Corner of South Calhoun Street and Masterson; 
ample parking on street and lot behind building. hours: 11 a.m.-11 
p.m. Mon.-Thurs.; 11 a.m.-midnight or later Fri.-Sat.; closed Sun. 
Alcohol: Full Service; pmt: MC, Visa, Disc, Amex
CHAMpIONs spOrTs bAr
Sports Bar • 1150 S. Harrison St., Fort Wayne • 260-467-1638
ExpEct: High-action sports watching experience featuring 30 HD TVs, 
state-of-the-art sound systems and booths with private flat screen TVs. 
Great drink specials. Varied menu to suit any palate. GEttinG thErE: 
Corner of Jefferson Blvd. and S. Harrison St., inside Courtyard by 
Marriott. hours: 11 a.m.-11 p.m. Sun.-Thurs., 11 a.m.-12 a.m. Fri.-Sat. 
Alcohol: Full Service; pmt: MC, Visa, Amex, Disc, ATM
CHECKErz bAr & GrILL
Pub/Tavern • 1706 W. Till Rd., Fort Wayne • 260-489-0286
ExpEct: Free WIFI, all sports networks on 10 TVs. Live rock 
Thursday thru Saturday. Kitchen open daily with full menu and the 
best wings in town. GEttinG thErE: On the corner of Lima and Till 
roads. hours: 3 p.m.-2 a.m. Mon.-Wed., 11 a.m.-3 a.m. Thurs.-Fri., 12 
noon-3 a.m. Sat., 12 noon-2 a.m. Sun. Alcohol: Full Service; pmt: 
MC, Visa, ATM available
COLUMbIA sTrEET WEsT
Rock • 135 W. Columbia St., Fort Wayne • 260-422-5055
ExpEct: The Fort’s No. 1 rock club. Live bands every Saturday. 
DJ Night every Friday w/ladies in free. Also visit Bourbon Street 
Hideaway, our New Orleans-style restaurant, in the lower level of 
C-Street; open at 5 p.m. Thursday-Saturday (260-422-7500). Large 
menu featuring salads, sandwiches, pizzas, grinders, Southwestern and 
daily specials. GEttinG thErE: Downtown on The Landing. hours: 
Open 4 p.m.-3 a.m. Mon.-Sat. Alcohol: Full Service; pmt: MC, Visa, 
Disc, Amex
CUrLY’s VILLAGE INN
Pub/Tavern • 4205 Bluffton Rd., Fort Wayne • 260-747-9964
Expect: Beautiful deck with seating overlooking Saint Marys River. Family 
owned since 1969. Karaoke every Friday & Saturday, 9 p.m.-1 a.m. Voted 
Fort Wayne’s Best Onion Rings in 2011! Daily food and soup specials 
made from scratch. Getting There: Corner of Bluffton and Engle roads, in 
Waynedale. Hours: Open 1 p.m.-3 a.m. Mon.-Sat., 1-9 p.m. Sun. Kitchen 
open at 5 p.m. daily. Alcohol: Full Service Pmt.: MC, Visa. Disc. Amex
DEEr pArK pUb
Eclectic • 1530 Leesburg Rd., Fort Wayne • 260-432-8966
ExpEct: Home to Dancioke, 12 craft beer lines, 75 domestic and 
imported beers, assorted wines, St. Pat’s Parade, keg toss, Irish snug 
and USF students. Friday/Saturday live music, holiday specials. 
Outdoor beer garden. www.deerparkpub.com. Wi-Fi hotspot. Finger 
food, tacos every Tuesday. GEttinG thErE: Corner of Leesburg and 
Spring, across from UFS. hours: 2 p.m.-1 a.m. Mon.-Thurs., noon-2 
a.m. Fri.-Sat., 1-10 p.m. Sun. Alcohol: Beer & Wine; pmt: MC, Visa, 
Disc
DUpONT bAr & GrILL
Sports Bar • 10336 Leo Rd., Fort Wayne • 260-483-1311
ExpEct: Great daily drink specials, 3 pool tables, NFL Ticket, 16’x10’ 
Megatron, three 6’x4’ Minitrons, 12 flat screen TVs, Shut Up and 
Sing Karaoke w/Mike Campbell every Wednesday at 8 p.m.; live 
music every Friday & Saturday. $6.99 daily lunch specials; 50¢ wings 
Wednesdays; Fishy Fridays w/$10 Fish Bowls & $6.99 Fish Tacos. 
GEttinG thErE: North of Fort Wayne at Leo Crossing (Dupont & 
Clinton). hours: 11 a.m.-3 a.m. Mon.-Sat.; 11 a.m.-12 midnight Sun. 
Alcohol: Full Service; pmt: MC, Visa, Amex

gregg Bender trio — Blues/variety 
at Nick’s Martini & Wine Bar, Fort 
Wayne, 8 p.m., no cover, 482-6425

gunslinger — Country rock at Taps 
Pub, Avilla, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., no cover, 
897-3331

huBie AshcrAft — Acoustic at Country 
Heritage Winery, Laotto, 5-8 p.m., no 
cover, 637-2980

huBie AshcrAft & trAvis gow 
— Americana at Coppertop, 
Wolcottville, 9:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m., 
no cover, 854-3000

JAson pAul — Acoustic variety at 
American Legion 499, Fort Wayne, 
8-11 p.m., no cover, 483-1368

Joe stABelli — Jazz at Don Hall’s Gas 
House, Fort Wayne, 5:45-9 p.m., no 
cover, 426-3411

John currAn & renegAde — Country at 
Rusty Spur Saloon I, Fort Wayne, 10 
p.m.-2 a.m., cover, 755-3465

left lAne cruiser, heAven’s gAtewAy 
drugs & streetlAmps for spotlights 
— Variety at Brass Rail, Fort Wayne, 
9 p.m., $5, 267-5303

liz russo w/Kevin ruBle — Comedy at 
Snickerz Comedy Bar, Fort Wayne, 
7:30 & 9:45 p.m., $9.50, 486-0216

loose grip — Variety at Latch String 
Bar & Grill, Fort Wayne, 10 p.m.-2 
a.m., no cover, 483-5526

mArK mAxwell QuArtet — Smooth 
jazz at Club Soda, Fort Wayne, 9 
p.m.-12 a.m., no cover, 426-3442

moderAte pAin — Rock at Dupont Bar 
& Grill, Fort Wayne, 9 p.m., cover, 
483-1311

p1 w/micKey n’ mAllory, triple vision, 
Jerm, crisst4, tnt — Hip-hop at 
Piere’s Entertainment Center, Fort 
Wayne, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $5, 486-1979

recKon Acoustic — Rock/variety at 
Beamer’s Sports Grill, Fort Wayne, 8 
p.m.-12 a.m., no cover, 625-1002

west centrAl QuArtet — Jazz at 
Annrita’s Lounge and Grill, Fort 
Wayne, 9:30 p.m., no cover, 459-
7687

saturday, January 23
All-stAr comedy JAm feAt. dAmon 

williAms, niKKi cArr, redBone, hot 
sAuce, JesnAirA BAez & gAry menKe 
— Comedy at Embassy Theatre, 
Fort Wayne, 7:30 p.m., $28-$38, 
424-5665

AmericAn idol KArAoKe w/scott — 
Karaoke at Latch String, Fort Wayne, 
10:30 p.m., no cover, 483-5526

BAcKtrAcK — Rock at Taps Pub, Avilla, 
10 p.m.-2 a.m., no cover, 897-3331

BAcKwAter — Country rock at The 
Post, Pierceton, 9:30 p.m., $3, 594-
3010

Big cAddy dAddy — Rock/variety at 
The Venue, Angola, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., 
$5, 665-3922

BrAt pAcK — Rat Pack at Nick’s Martini 
& Wine Bar, Fort Wayne, 8 p.m., no 
cover, 482-6425

Brother — Rock at Checkerz Bar & 
Grill, Fort Wayne, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., 
noc over, 489-0286

chris worth — Variety at Oakwood 
Resort, Syracuse, 8-11 p.m., no 
cover, 855-929-2733

colin Boyd trio — Jazz/variety at 
Summit City Brewerks, Fort Wayne, 
8-11 p.m., no cover, 420-0222

crAig wAyne Boyd — Country at 
Niswonger Performing Arts Center, 
Van Wert, Ohio, 7:30 p.m., $20-$35, 
419-238-6722

the derechos — Variety at Don Hall’s 
Guesthouse, Fort Wayne, 9 p.m.-
12:30 a.m., no cover, 489-2524

fort wAyne philhArmonic — Midwinter 
Mozart at Rhinehart Music Center, 
IPFW, Fort Wayne, 7:30 p.m., 
$17-$65, 481-0777

he sAid she sAid — Rock/variety at 
Beamer’s Sports Grill, Fort Wayne, 
9:30 p.m.-1:30 a.m., no cover, 625-
1002

huBie AshcrAft And the drive — 
Country at Bar 145, Fort Wayne, 10 
p.m.-2 a.m., $5, 209-2117

JAmie wise — Jazz/variety at Annrita’s 
Lounge and Grill, Fort Wayne, 9:30 
p.m., no cover, 459-7687

Joe Justice — Variety at Timber Ridge 
Golf Club, Bluffton, 6:30-9:30 p.m., 
no cover, 824-2728

Joe stABelli — Jazz at Don Hall’s Gas 
House, Fort Wayne, 5:45-9 p.m., no 
cover, 426-3411

John currAn & renegAde — Country at 
Rusty Spur Saloon I, Fort Wayne, 10 
p.m.-2 a.m., cover, 755-3465

Kill the rABBit — Rock at Vinnie’s 
Bar, Decatur, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., $5, 
729-2225

live 4:1 — Contemporary Christian at 
Cupbearer Café, Auburn, 7-9 p.m., 
free, 920-8734

liz russo w/Kevin ruBle — Comedy at 
Snickerz Comedy Bar, Fort Wayne, 
7:30 & 9:45 p.m., $9.50, 486-0216

mArK gArr — Acoustic variety at Don 
Hall’s Triangle Park, Fort Wayne, 
7-10 p.m., no cover, 482-4342

mArs royAl — Rock at O’Sullivan’s 
Italian Irish Pub, Fort Wayne, 10 
p.m.-1 a.m., no cover, 422-5896

morning After — at 4D’s Bar & Grill, 
Fort Wayne, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., no 
cover, 490-6488

secret spAce, the flAts, the deAd 
records — Indie rock at Brass Rail, 
Fort Wayne, 9 p.m., $5, 267-5303

shelly dixon & Jeff mcrAe — Acoustic 
variety at Mad Anthony Brewing Co., 
Fort Wayne, 8-11 p.m., no cover, 
426-2537

soft & heAvy — Rock at Phoenix, Fort 
Wayne, 8 p.m., $7, 387-6571
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Burgers • Bands • Bourbon

4910 n. Clinton Street
Fort Wayne • 209.2117

Open Mic Night
Every Monday • 6-9pm

Battle of
the Bands

Begins Friday, Feb. 12 @ 9pm

Contact alex@bar-145.com 
to enter your band

301 W. Jefferson, Fort Wayne
Inside the Harrison at Parkview Field

260.267.9679

Sundays, Mondays & thursdays

NFL FOOTBALL
Wednesday ~ 7-9pm

TRIVIA
Sundays: $3 Pints, 16 taps (exc. Guinness & Smithwick’s)

thursdays: $2 domestic pints/$6 domestic pitchers 

Great  Mus ic  &  So Much  More

T h u r s d a y ,  J a n .  2 1  ~  6 :30-9 :30 p m

Hubie Ashcraft
F r i d a y ,  J a n .  22  ~  9 :30 p m

West Central Quartet
s a T u r d a y ,  J a n .  23  ~  9 :30 p m

Jamie Wise

135 W. ColUMbIA ST.
FoRT WAYne
260-422-5055

WWW.ColUMbIASTReeTWeST

wednesdays
$100 domestic

LoNGNecKs
& KARAoKe W/JosH

thursdays
oPeN mic w/JoN sWAiN

(eLePHANts iN mUd)
$100 domestic

LoNGNecKs
FRIDAY, JAn. 22 • 10PM

dANce PARty
w/dJ RicH

SATURDAY, JAn. 23 • 10PM

tested oN
ANimALs

on THe 
lAnDInG!

Saturday, Jan. 30• 9pm • $10 • 21+

The Mound
Builders
riverBoTToM 

niTeMare Band

swaMp squaT &
ToTally orange 
TiMe Machine
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tested on AnimAls — Rock at Columbia 
Street West, Fort Wayne, 10 p.m., 
$5, 422-5055

todd hArrold BAnd — R&B/blues at 
American Legion Post 148, Fort 
Wayne, 7:30-10:30 p.m., no cover, 
423 4751

ty cAusey QuArtet — Smooth jazz at 
Club Soda, Fort Wayne, 9 p.m.-12 
a.m., no cover, 426-3442

upshott entertAinment w/AdAm the 
influence, doc smooth, linc, 
unfAllen, c.i.c., flostorm, gAvin 
goodrich — Hip-hop at Downtown 
Eatery & Spirits, Warsaw, 10 p.m., 
no cover, 574-267-6000

wAlKin’ pApers — Rock n’ roll at 
American Legion 409, Leo-
Cedarville, 8 p.m.-12 a.m., no cover, 
627-2628

sunday, January 24
folK/AmericAnA open JAm — With 

Glenn Shelburne at Summit City 
Brewerks, Fort Wayne, 3-6 p.m., no 
cover, 420-0222

steve forBert — Acoustic at B-Side, 
One Lucky Guitar, Fort Wayne, 8:30 
p.m., $15, 969-6672

yesterdAy’s heAdtrip — Variety at 
Latch String, Fort Wayne, 9 p.m.-1 
a.m., no cover, 483-5526

Monday, January 25
AmericAn idol KArAoKe — Karaoke at 

Latch String, Fort Wayne, 10 p.m., 
no cover, 483-5526

dereK Brown presents BeAtBox sAx 
— Saxophone at Rhinehart Recital 
Hall, IPFW, Fort Wayne, 7:30 p.m., 
$4-$7, 481-6555

dJ — Variety at O’Reilly’s Irish Bar & 
Restaurant, Fort Wayne, 11 p.m., no 
cover, 267-9679

ipfw sAxophone dAy — Saxophone 
at Rhinehart Recital Hall, IPFW, Fort 
Wayne, 4-7:30 p.m., free, 481-6555

shelly dixon & Jeff mcrAe — Open 
stage at Bar 145, Fort Wayne, 6-9 
p.m., no cover, all ages, 209-2117

tony norton — Variety at Deer Park 
Irish Pub, Fort Wayne, 6:30-8 p.m., 
no cover, 432-8966

Tuesday, January 26
huBie AshcrAft — Acoustic at Nick’s 

Martini & Wine Bar, Fort Wayne, 
5:30-8:30 p.m., no cover, 482-6425

open mic — Hosted by Dan Smyth at 
The Green Frog Inn, Fort Wayne, 
8-11 p.m., no cover, 426-1088

Wednesday, January 27
chris worth — Variety at Acme Bar 

and Grill, Fort Wayne, 8:30-10:30 
p.m., no cover, 480-2264

fort wAyne comedy connection — 
Comedy at Latch String Bar & Grill, 
Fort Wayne, 9 p.m., no cover, 483-
5526

fort wAyne philhArmonic — Mozart’s 
Clarinet Quintet at History Center, 
Fort Wayne, 7:30 p.m., $20, 481-
0777

g-money BAnd — Open jam at Nick’s 
Martini & Wine Bar, Fort Wayne, 
7-10 p.m., no cover, 482-6425

michAel pAtterson & Quincy sAnders 
— Blues/soul at Main Street Bistro, 
Fort Wayne, 6-9 p.m., no cover, 
420-8633

on Key KArAoKe — Variety at Annrita’s 
Lounge and Grill, Fort Wayne, 8 
p.m., no cover, 459-7687

open mic — Variety at Pedal City, Fort 
Wayne, 8 p.m., no cover, 415-6167

pAt & fAye — Acoustic variety at 4D’s 
Bar & Grill, Fort Wayne, 7-10 p.m., 
no cover, 490-6488

pAul new stewArt & Kimmy deAn (who 
dAt) — Variety at Venice Restaurant, 
Fort Wayne, 6:30-9:30 p.m., $1, 482-
1618

renee gonzAles w/chris rutKowsKi 
And Kevin pieKArsKi — Jazz at Koze 
Thai Cuisine, Fort Wayne, 7 p.m., no 
cover, 755-6802

Thursday, January 28
the AccidentAls — Indie at C2G Music 

Hall, Fort Wayne , 8 p.m., $10-$20, 
426-6434

AmericAn idol KArAoKe — Karaoke 
at Nick’s Martini & Wine Bar, Fort 
Wayne, 8-11 p.m., no cover, 482-
6425

AmericAn idol KArAoKe w/dAve — 
Karaoke at Latch String, Fort Wayne, 
10:30 p.m., no cover, 483-5526

BuccA KArAoKe w/BuccA — Karaoke at 
Deer Park Irish Pub, Fort Wayne, 10 
p.m., no cover, 432-8966

chris worth & compAny — R&B/vari-
ety at AJ’s Bar and Grill, Fort Wayne, 
7-10 p.m., no cover, 434-1980

dJ douBle K — Variety at Bar 145, Fort 
Wayne, 9 p.m., no cover, 209-2117

huBie AshcrAft — Acoustic at Checkerz 
Bar & Grill, Fort Wayne, 7:30-9:30 
p.m., no cover, 489-0286

Jeff mcdonAld — Variety at Don Hall’s 
Guesthouse, Fort Wayne, 7-10 p.m., 
no cover, 489-2524

Joe Justice — Variety at Annrita’s 
Lounge and Grill, Fort Wayne, 6:30-
9:30 p.m., no cover, 459-7687

Jon durnell — Variety at Beamer’s 
Sports Grill, Fort Wayne, 7-10 p.m., 
no cover, 625-1002

open mic — Hosted by Mike Conley 
at Mad Anthony Brewing Co., Fort 
Wayne, 8:30-11 p.m., no cover, 426-
2537

open stAge JAm — Hosted by Pop ‘n’ 
Fresh at Office Tavern, Fort Wayne, 
8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m., no cover, 478-
5827

shooting stAr prod. w/stu — at 
Double Down, Fort Wayne, 9 p.m., 
, 435-4567

Friday, January 29
AdAm BAKer & the heArtAche w/

mArs royAl, the KicKBAcKs, peArl 
pressly — Original rock at Carl’s 
Tavern, New Haven, 10 p.m., $5, 
749-9133

After school speciAl — Rock at 
Checkerz Bar & Grill, Fort Wayne, 
9:30 p.m.-1:30 a.m., no cover, 489-
0286

Big cAddy dAddy — Rock/variety at 
Dupont Bar & Grill, Fort Wayne, 9:30 
p.m.-1:30 a.m., cover, 483-1311

chris worth & compAny — R&B/vari-
ety at American Legion Post 241, 
Waynedale, 8:30-11:30 p.m., no 
cover, 747-7851

cliff weBB trio — Blues/jazz at Club 
Soda, Fort Wayne, 9 p.m.-12 a.m., 
no cover, 426-3442

dAnce pArty w/dJ rich — Variety at 
Columbia Street West, Fort Wayne, 
10:30 p.m., cover, 422-5055

doug eicher & pAuline Benner — 
Contemporary Christian at 
Cupbearer Café, Auburn, 7-9 p.m., 
free, 920-8734

grAteful groove — Grateful Dead 
tribute at Phoenix, Fort Wayne, 8 
p.m., $5, 387-6571

gregg Bender BAnd — Variety at 
Annrita’s Lounge and Grill, Fort 
Wayne, 9:30 p.m., no cover, 459-
7687

JAson pAul — Acoustic variety at 
Beamer’s Sports Grill, Fort Wayne, 
8 p.m.-12 a.m., no cover, 625-1002

Joe stABelli — Jazz at Don Hall’s Gas 
House, Fort Wayne, 5:45-9 p.m., no 
cover, 426-3411

Joel young BAnd — Country/rock/blues 
at Latch String Bar & Grill, Fort 
Wayne, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., no cover, 
483-5526

KAt Bowser — Variety at Don Hall’s 
Guesthouse, Fort Wayne, 9 p.m.-
12:30 a.m., no cover, 489-2524

Kenny tAylor — Variety at Venice 
Restaurant, Fort Wayne, 6:30-9:30 
p.m., no cover, 482-1618

mAcK dryden w/Josh Arnold — 
Comedy at Snickerz Comedy Bar, 
Fort Wayne, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m., $9.50, 
486-0216

scott h. BirAm, doug strAhAn & BAd 
neighBors — Indie rock at Brass 
Rail, Fort Wayne, 9 p.m., $12, 267-
5303

string theory — Acoustic variety at 
Deer Park Irish Pub, Fort Wayne, 9 
p.m.-12 a.m., no cover, 432-8966

swicK & Jones — Acoustic at Mad 
Anthony Brewing Co., Fort Wayne, 
8-11 p.m., no cover, 426-2537

todd hArrold BAnd — R&B/blues at 
O’Sullivan’s Italian Irish Pub, Fort 
Wayne, 10 p.m.-1 a.m., no cover, 
422-5896

---------------- Calendar • Live Music & Comedy ----------------

®

•  World-class Studios with the Best Equipment
•  Lessons Tailored to Your Individual Music Needs
•  Live Performance Opportunities
•  The Finest Local Instructors and Much More

The Sweetwater Academy of 
Music & Technology o�ers:

Academy.Sweetwater.com  •  (260) 407-3833
5501 U.S. Hwy 30 W, Fort Wayne, IN 46818

Friendly and 
Experienced Instructors

Lessons for All Ages 
and Skill Levels

Wide Variety of Lessons 
Including Drum, Piano, 

and Voice

State-of-the-art Music 
and Lesson Rooms

Lessons for
Everyone!

Guitar • Bass • Piano • Voice • Recording 
Songwriting • Ukulele • Drums

Stay Connected 
to Sweetwater!

Latch String

3221 n. ClInTon • FoRT WAYne • 260-483-5526

eveRY THURSDAY
$1.75 DoMeSTIC lonGneCkS

eveRY Mon., THURS. & SAT. • 10:30-2:30
AMeRICAn IDol kARAoke

FRIDAY, JAnUARY 22 • 10-2

looSe GRIP
eveRY SUnDAY • 9-1

YeSTeRDAY’S HeADTRIP
eveRY TUeSDAY

$2.75 IMPoRTS • $1.00 TACoS
eveRY WeDneSDAY • 9PM
FoRT WAYne

CoMeDY ConneCTIon
& 59¢ WInGS

Karaoke on Thursdays!

Friday, Jan 22
Gregg Bender Trio

Saturday, Jan 23
The Brat Pack

East State, next to Rib Room.
www.nickswinebar.com

Nicks_1/20ad_Jan20-due Jan15.indd   11/18/16   8:47 AM

~ Live Entertainment ~
Saturday, Feb. 6 ~ 9pm-1am

Southern Image
• Mardi Gras Party •

Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials!
Thursdays: 50¢ Jumbo Wings

(dine-in only)

Corner of State Roads 1 & 427
260.488.3344 ~ Like Us on Facebook
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LATCH sTrING bAr & GrILL
Pubs & Taverns • 3221 N. Clinton St., Fort Wayne • 260-483-5526
ExpEct: Fun, friendly, rustic atmosphere. Daily drink specials. 
Mondays, $2.75 imports; Tuesdays, $2.50 import bottles & $1 tacos; 
Wednesdays, $2 wells and 59¢ bone-in wings; Sundays, $2.50 bloody 
Marys. Live bands Friday, Sunday, & Tuesday; comedy improv/open 
mic Wednesday; karaoke Monday, Thursday & Saturday. No cover.  
GEttinG thErE: Where Clinton and Lima roads meet, next to Budget 
Rental. hours: 11 a.m.-3 a.m. Mon.-Sat., 12 noon-12:30 a.m. Sun. 
Alcohol: Full Service; pmt: MC, Visa
MAD ANTHONY brEWING COMpANY
Brew Pub/Micro Brewery • 2002 S. Broadway, Fort Wayne • 260-426-2537
ExpEct: Ten beers freshly hand-crafted on premises and the eclectic 
madness of Munchie Emporium. 4-1/2 star menu, ‘One of the best 
pizzas in America,’ large vegetarian menu. GEttinG thErE: Just south-
west of downtown Fort Wayne at Taylor & Broadway. hours: Usually 
11 a.m.-1 a.m. Alcohol: Full Service; pmt: MC, Visa, Disc
NICK’s MArTINI & WINE bAr
Dining & Music • 1227 E. State Blvd., Fort Wayne • 260-482-6425
ExpEct: Specialty martinis, craft beers and cocktails served up in a 
classic martini lounge with live music nightly. Serving a variety of 
small plate appetizers with weekly featured tapas plates and drink spe-
cials. GEttinG thErE: One block east of Crescent on State Blvd., next 
to the Rib Room. hours: Open at 4 p.m. Monday-Saturday. Alcohol: 
Full Service; pmt.: MC, Visa, Disc, Amex
O’rEILLY’s IrIsH bAr & rEsTAUrANT
Irish & Sports Bar • 301 W. Jefferson Blvd., Fort Wayne • 260-267-9679
ExpEct: Friendly, extremely accommodating atmosphere & staff. 12 
flat screen TVs & projector TV. Kid friendly until 10 p.m. NFL foot-
ball Sun., Mon. & Thurs.; trivia 7:30 p.m. Wed.;  karaoke 10 p.m.-2 
a.m. Fri.; college sports Sat. Menu includes Irish specialties & vegetar-
ian options; catering available. GEttinG thErE: Inside the Harrison 
Building downtown between Fairfield and Webster. hours: 11 a.m.-3 
a.m. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-3 a.m. Sat.-Sun. Alcohol: Full Service; pmt.: 
MC, Visa, Disc, Amex, ATM
sNICKErz COMEDY bAr
Comedy • 5535 St. Joe Rd., Fort Wayne • 260-486-0216
ExpEct: One of the nation’s premiere comedy clubs with the brightest 
comics in America every Friday & Saturday night. Sandwiches, chick-
en strips, fish planks, nachos, wings & more. GEttinG thErE: In front 
of Piere’s. 2.5 miles east of Exit 112A off I-69. hours: Showtimes 
are 7:30 & 9:45 p.m. Fri. and Sat. Alcohol: Full Service; pmt.: MC, 
Visa, Disc, Amex
sTATE GrILL
Pub/Tavern • 1210 E. State Blvd., Fort Wayne • 260-483-5618
ExpEct: 1st Tavern to pour beer after Prohibition; located in a fun and 
friendly neighborhood; home of the XKE Cranials & most dangerous 
jukebox. Daily drink specials include $2 Tall Boy PBR all day, every-
day, great craft beer selection. Golden Tee. Free WIFI. Friendly staff: 
Jonesy, Theresa and Andy. Riverbend Pizza. GEttinG thErE: Corner 
of State and Crescent. hours: 3 p.m.-3 a.m. Mon., 1 p.m.-3 a.m. 
Tues.-Fri., noon-3 a.m. Sat., noon-1 a.m. Sun. Alcohol: Full Service; 
pmt.: Cash only; ATM on site
stoplight. hours: 11 a.m.-3 a.m. Mon.-Sun. Alcohol: Full Service; 
pmt: MC, Visa, Disc, Amex, ATM on site

KOsCIUsKO COUNTY

MAD ANTHONY LAKE CITY TAp HOUsE
Music/Rock • 113 E. Center St., Warsaw • 574-268-2537
ExpEct: The eclectic madness of the original combined with hand-
crafted Mad Anthony ales and lagers. Carry-out handcrafted brews 
available. Live music on Saturdays. The same 4-1/2 star menu, includ-
ing one of the best pizzas in America and a large vegetarian menu. 
GEttinG thErE: From U.S. 30, turn southwest on E. Center St.; go 2 
miles. hours: 11 a.m.-11 p.m. Mon.-Thurs.; 11 a.m.-12:30 a.m. Fri.-
Sat.; 11 a.m.-10 p.m. Sun. Alcohol: Full-Service; pmt: MC, Visa, 
Disc

DEKALb COUNTY

MAD ANTHONY TAp rOOM
Music/Rock • 114 N. Main St., Auburn • 260-927-0500
ExpEct: The eclectic madness of the original combined with hand-
crafted Mad Anthony ales and lagers. The same 4-1/2 star menu, 
including one of the best pizzas in America and a large vegetarian 
menu. GEttinG thErE: Take I-69 to State Rd. 8 (Auburn exit); down-
town, just north of courthouse. hours: 11 a.m.-12 a.m. Sun.-Thurs.; 11 
a.m.-2 a.m. Fri.-Sat. Alcohol: Full Service; pmt: MC, Visa, Disc

vAnce gilBert — Folk at Philmore on 
Broadway, Fort Wayne, 8:30 p.m., 
$10, 745-1000

saturday, January 30
After school speciAl — Rock at Wet 

Spot, Decatur, 10 p.m., no cover, 
728-9031

AmericAn idol KArAoKe w/scott — 
Karaoke at Latch String, Fort Wayne, 
10:30 p.m., no cover, 483-5526

Anthem roAd — Variety at Taps Pub, 
Avilla, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., no cover, 
897-3331

Big cAddy dAddy — Rock/variety at 
Dupont Bar & Grill, Fort Wayne, 9:30 
p.m.-1:30 a.m., cover, 483-1311

Big dicK And the penetrAtors — 
Classic rock at Beamer’s Sports 
Grill, Fort Wayne, 9:30 p.m.-1:30 
a.m., no cover, 625-1002

chris worth & compAny — R&B/vari-
ety at American Legion 499, Fort 
Wayne, 8-11 p.m., no cover, 483-
1368

dJ rich — Rock at Columbia Street 
West, Fort Wayne, 10 p.m., $5, 
422-5055

gunslinger — Country rock at Susie’s 
Sandbar, Warsaw, 9:30 p.m., no 
cover, 574-269-5355

ipfw gene mArcus piAno competition 
winners recitAl — Piano at 
Rhinehart Recital Hall, IPFW, Fort 
Wayne, 5:30 p.m., free, 481-6555

JAKe shimABuKuro w/fort wAyne 
philhArmonic — Ukulele at Embassy 
Theatre, Fort Wayne, 7:30 p.m., 
$29-$70, 481-0777

Joe stABelli — Jazz at Don Hall’s Gas 
House, Fort Wayne, 5:45-9 p.m., no 
cover, 426-3411

---------------- Calendar • Live Music & Comedy ----------------

Steve FoRbeRt
8:30 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 24
the b-Side at one Lucky Guitar
1301 Lafayette St., Fort Wayne
$15, 969-6672
 Even people who think they 
don’t know Steve Forbert know 
Steve Forbert. Two words: 
“Romeo’s Tune.” Two more 
words: Jackrabbit Slim. 
 “Romeo’s Tune” is 
the chart-topping hit about 
meeting your love in the middle of the day, in the 
middle of the night, so she can tell you everything’s 
okay, everything’s all right. (Keith Urban covered the 
song in 2007 if you weren’t listening to the radio in 
the late 70s.) And Jackrabbit Slim is the 1979 album 
that made Forbert, a Mississippi native, famous. He 
also played Cyndi Lauper’s boyfriend in the “Girls 
Just Wanna Have Fun” video. Ah, now you know who 
we’re talking about. 
 This veteran singer-songwriter will bring 
“Romeo’s Tune” and others to the B-Side Sunday, 
January 24 at 8 p.m. Forbert’s 2016 stop in the Fort 
is a bit of an encore. He performed at the B-Side two 
years ago and, thanks to that much lauded appearance, 
is back by popular demand.
 At 61, Forbert has 16 studio albums to his credit, 
including his most recent effort, Compromised. It’s 
clear from the critical response to it, as well as 
2012’s Over With You (which, according to American 
Songwriter is “all lovely, melancholy, lyrically mov-
ing and beautifully performed”) that Forbert isn’t 
about to compromise when it comes to the quality of 
his work

SCott H. bIRAM
w/DoUG StRAHAN & bAD NeIGHboRS
9 p.m. Friday, Jan. 29
brass Rail, 1121 broadway, Fort Wayne
Cover: $10-$12, 267-5303
 Scott H. 
Biram, who’ll be 
at the Brass Rail 
Friday, January 
29, is a rare 
breed: he dares 
to be a one-man 
band in a boy 
band world. 
 He’s also 
a force of 
nature. Don’t believe us? 
Consider the fact that, having been in a head-on colli-
sion crash with a semi-truck, during which he suffered 
a broken femur, knee, foot and arm, as well as several 
internal injuries leading to the removal of a foot and a 
half of intestine, he was back on stage in one month’s 
time. He also has 12 studio albums to his credit, and 
two decades of touring under his belt. His friends and 
fans call him the Dirty Old One Man Band. 
 Don’t ask what the “H” stands for in Scott H. 

Biram. This is, after all, a family paper.
 Biram is a Texan by birth and a bluesman by 
training. His music blends blues, metal, punk and 
country elements, and his eclectic and stubbornly 
label-resistant work earned him Best Blues Album 
honors from the Independent Music Awards for 
2012’s Bad Ingredients and a nomination for Best 
Outlaw Male from the Second Annual Ameripolitan 
Awards. You might have heard Biram’s songs on a 
number of trailblazing TV shows, including Sons of 
Anarchy and Dog the Bounty Hunter or seen him on 
The Tonight Show with Jay Leno. 
 Now’s your chance to see a dirty old one man 
band in person. And in action.

tHe MoUND bUILDeRS
w/SWAMP SQUAt, RIveRbottoM NIteMARe bAND 
& totALLY oRANGe tIMe MACHINe
9 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 30
Calhoun Street Soups, Salads & Spirits
1915 S. Calhoun St., Fort Wayne
Cover: $10, 260-456-7005
 The idea of river sludge might not be all that invit-
ing at first glance, but thanks to The Mound Builders, 
the genre-bending fivesome from Lafayette, sludge 
has a new meaning. It’s not muck at all. Instead, it’s 
a sound, and that sound, according to The Mound 
Builders’ website, is the rich aural plain where doom, 
stoner, metal and punk meet. 
 The Mound Builders – James Henry Voelz on 
vocals, Brian Boszor on guitar, Ninja Neight Malher 
on guitar, Robert Ryan Strawsma on bass and Jason 
“Dinger” Brookhart on drums – will take over CS3’s 
Tiger Room Saturday, January 30 at 9 p.m. along 
with Swamp Squat, Riverbottom Nitemare Band and 
Totally Orange Time Machine. 
 Since they released their debut album, Strangers 
in a Strange Land, in 2011, The Mound Builders have 
been busy redefining not only sludge but metal and 
punk and all the genres in between. They’ve been 
building a fan base, too, and impressing critics like 
David Halbe of Metal Recusants who claims that The 
Mound Builders’ unique approach to music, “‘the 
metallization of 70s rock structures,’ is really unlike 
any other transition out there; it’s a mutation at the 
core.” 
 Want to know what sludge and mutation and met-
allization sound like? Get to the Tiger Room. Hear it 
roar.

whatzup pICKs

STEVE FORBERT

SCOTT H. BIRAM

THE MOUND BUILDERS
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HAMILTON HOUsE
Neighborhood Bar • 3950 E. Bellefontaine, Hamilton • 260-488-3344
ExpEct: Great atmosphere with a beautiful view of lake; 20 beers 
on tap, 6 large HDTVs, NFL Package (Sunday games), internet juke, 
Golden Tee, pool table, karaoke every Saturday (9 p.m.); lunch and 
dinner specials, jumbo wing special every Thursday (50¢ eat-in only). 
GEttinG thErE: Corner of roads 1 and 427. hours: 11 a.m.-1 a.m. 
Mon.-Wed.; 11 a.m.-3 a.m. Thurs.-Sat.; 12 noon-12 midnight Sun. 
Alcohol: Full Service; pmt: MC, Visa

MAD ANTHONY’s LAKEVIEW ALE HOUsE
Eclectic • 4080 N 300 W, Angola • 260-833-2537
ExpEct: Twelve handcrafted beers on tap; also featuring Indiana 
craft beers and local wines. Patio with seating for 100; 7 dock slips; 
150-seat banquet facility. 4-1/2 star menu, including famous gourmet 
pizza, unique eats and vegetarian fare. GEttinG thErE: Located on 
beautiful Lake James above Bledsoe’s Beach. hours: 11 a.m.-11 p.m. 
Sun.-Thurs.; 11 a.m.-midnight or later Fri.-Sat. Alcohol: Full Service; 
pmt: MC, Visa, Disc
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ACoUStIC vARIetY
Adam Strack ................................................. 260-418-2070
Jon Durnell ................................................... 260-797-2980
Mike Conley .................................................. 260-750-9758
bLUeS
Big Daddy Dupree and the Broke
& Hungry Blues Band ................................... 708-790-0538
CLASSIC RoCK & CoUNtRY
The Joel Young Band ................................... 260-414-4983
CLASSICAL
The Jaenicke Consort Inc. ........................... 260-426-9096
CoUNtRY & CoUNtRY RoCK
BackWater .................................................... 260-494-5364
HoRN bAND
Tim Harrington Band ..................................... 765-479-4005
INDIe RoCK
James and the Drifters ................................. 717-552-5240
KARAoKe/DJ
Sidecar Gary’s Karaoke/DJ .......................... 260-343-8076
oLDIeS RoCK
The Bulldogs ................................................ 260-357-3694
oRIGINAL & CoveR RoCK
Kill The Rabbit ...................260-223-2381 or 419-771-9127
oRIGINAL ACoUStIC
Dan Dickerson’s Harp Condition ...................260-704-2511
The Holy Rebels ........................................... 260-460-7009
oRIGINAL HIP-HoP
UpShott Entertainment ............. upshotthiphop@gmail.com

oRIGINAL RoCK
FM90 ............................................................ 765-606-5550
PRAISe & WoRSHIP
Jacobs Well .................................................. 260-479-0423
RoCK
80D ............................................................... 260-519-1946
Big Caddy Daddy ......................................... 260-925-9562
The Rescue Plan .......................................... 260-750-9500
RoCK & bLUeS
Mr. Grumpy’s Revenge ................................. 260-701-9709
RoCK & vARIetY
The DeeBees ............................................... 260-579-6852
RoCK N’ RoLL
Biff and The Cruisers .................................... 260-417-5495
StANDARDS
Cap’n Bob, The Singin’ Skipper ................... 800-940-2035
Pan Man Dan ............................................... 260-232-3588
tRoP RoCK & CLASSIC RoCK
Party Boat Band ........................................... 260-438-3710
vARIetY
Dueling Keyboard Boys (Paul New Stewart) 260-440-9918
Elephants in Mud .......................................... 260-413-4581
Night to Remember ...................................... 260-797-2980
Triple Play ..................................................... 520-909-5321
Who Dat (Paul New Stewart) ............................260-440-9918
For more information on these performers, or to sign your 
band up for this directory, click the Musicians Finder link at 

www.whatzup.com
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John currAn & renegAde — Country 
at Silver Lake Inn, Silver Lake, 9:30 
p.m.-1:30 a.m., no cover, 352-2870

KAt Bowser — Variety at Don Hall’s 
Guesthouse, Fort Wayne, 9 p.m.-
12:30 a.m., no cover, 489-2524

Kill the rABBit — Rock at Checkerz 
Bar & Grill, Fort Wayne, 10 p.m.-2 
a.m., no cover, 489-0286

mAcK dryden w/Josh Arnold — 
Comedy at Snickerz Comedy Bar, 
Fort Wayne, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m., $9.50, 
486-0216

mimetime & lydiA KAy — Mime enact-
ment & contemporary Christian at 
Cupbearer Café, Auburn, 7-9 p.m., 
free, 920-8734

mound Builders w/swAmp sQuAt, 
riverBottom nitemAre BAnd, totAlly 
orAnge time mAchine — Punk/vari-
ety at Calhoun Street Soups, Salads 
& Spirits, Fort Wayne, 9 p.m., $10, 
456-7005

recKon — Country at 4D’s Bar & Grill, 
Fort Wayne, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., no 
cover, 490-6488

shelly dixon & Jeff mcrAe — Acoustic 
variety at Summit City Brewerks, 
Fort Wayne, 8-11 p.m., no cover, 
420-0222

sidecAr gAry’s KArAoKe & dJ — 
Karaoke at Kville Pub, Kendallville, 
9 p.m.-1 a.m., no cover, 349-1667

soul 35 — Funk/variety at Club Soda, 
Fort Wayne, 9 p.m.-12 a.m., no 
cover, 426-3442

twisted Aversion — Rock at O’Sullivan’s 
Italian Irish Pub, Fort Wayne, 10 
p.m.-1 a.m., no cover, 422-5896

urBAn legend — R&B/variety at 
Annrita’s Lounge and Grill, Fort 
Wayne, 9:30 p.m., no cover, 459-
7687

wAlKin’ pApers — Rock n’ roll at Pat & 
Larry’s, Woodburn, 9 p.m.-1 a.m., no 
cover, 632-4017

sunday, January 31
folK/AmericAnA open JAm — With 

Glenn Shelburne at Summit City 
Brewerks, Fort Wayne, 3-6 p.m., no 
cover, 420-0222

ford theAtre reunion & BoAt show 
— Americana at Brass Rail, Fort 
Wayne, 8 p.m., cover, 267-5303

fort wAyne philhArmonic — Mozart’s 
Clarinet Quintet at Rhinehart Music 
Center, IPFW, Fort Wayne, 2:30 
p.m., $20, 481-0777

ipfw clArinet dAy — Clarinet at 
Rhinehart Recital Hall, IPFW, Fort 
Wayne, 12-7:30 p.m., free, 481-
6555

three rivers honor BAnd concert — 
Variety at Auer Performance Hall, 
Rhinehart Music Center, IPFW, Fort 
Wayne, 1:30 p.m., free, 481-6555

yesterdAy’s heAdtrip — Variety at 
Latch String, Fort Wayne, 9 p.m.-1 
a.m., no cover, 483-5526

Monday, February 1
AmericAn idol KArAoKe — Karaoke at 

Latch String, Fort Wayne, 10 p.m., 
no cover, 483-5526

cheer Asylum — Variety at Deer Park 
Irish Pub, Fort Wayne, 6:30-8 p.m., 
no cover, 432-8966

dJ — Variety at O’Reilly’s Irish Bar & 
Restaurant, Fort Wayne, 11 p.m., no 
cover, 267-9679

shelly dixon & Jeff mcrAe — Open 
stage at Bar 145, Fort Wayne, 6-9 
p.m., no cover, all ages, 209-2117

Tuesday, February 2
open mic — Hosted by Dan Smyth at 

The Green Frog Inn, Fort Wayne, 
8-11 p.m., no cover, 426-1088

Wednesday, February 3
fort wAyne comedy connection — 

Comedy at Latch String Bar & Grill, 
Fort Wayne, 9 p.m., no cover, 483-
5526

g-money BAnd — Open jam at Nick’s 
Martini & Wine Bar, Fort Wayne, 
7-10 p.m., no cover, 482-6425

huBie AshcrAft — Acoustic at 4D’s Bar 
& Grill, Fort Wayne, 7-10 p.m., no 
cover, 490-6488

on Key KArAoKe — Variety at Annrita’s 
Lounge and Grill, Fort Wayne, 8 
p.m., no cover, 459-7687

open mic — Variety at Pedal City, Fort 
Wayne, 8 p.m., no cover, 415-6167

pAul new stewArt & Kimmy deAn (who 
dAt) — Variety at Venice Restaurant, 
Fort Wayne, 6:30-9:30 p.m., $1, 482-
1618

renee gonzAles w/chris rutKowsKi 
And Kevin pieKArsKi — Jazz at Koze 
Thai Cuisine, Fort Wayne, 7 p.m., no 
cover, 755-6802

shelly dixon & Jeff mcrAe — Variety 
at River View Tavern, Decatur, 7-10 
p.m., no cover, 724-3500

Thursday, February 4
AdAm strAcK — Acoustic at Beamer’s 

Sports Grill, Fort Wayne, 7-10 p.m., 
no cover, 625-1002

AmericAn idol KArAoKe — Karaoke 
at Nick’s Martini & Wine Bar, Fort 
Wayne, 8-11 p.m., no cover, 482-
6425

AmericAn idol KArAoKe w/dAve — 
Karaoke at Latch String, Fort Wayne, 
10:30 p.m., no cover, 483-5526

BuccA KArAoKe w/BuccA — Karaoke at 
Deer Park Irish Pub, Fort Wayne, 10 
p.m., no cover, 432-8966

dJ douBle K — Variety at Bar 145, Fort 
Wayne, 9 p.m., no cover, 209-2117

iKe reilly — Acoustic at B-Side, One 
Lucky Guitar, Fort Wayne, 8-11 p.m., 
$10, 969-6672

Jeff mcdonAld — Variety at Don Hall’s 
Guesthouse, Fort Wayne, 7-10 p.m., 
no cover, 489-2524

open mic — Hosted by Mike Conley 
at Mad Anthony Brewing Co., Fort 
Wayne, 8:30-11 p.m., no cover, 426-
2537

open stAge JAm — Hosted by Pop ‘n’ 
Fresh at Office Tavern, Fort Wayne, 
8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m., no cover, 478-
5827

roBBie v And heidi — Variety at 
American Legion 409, Leo-
Cedarville, 6:30-9:30 p.m., no cover, 
627-2628

shooting stAr prod. w/stu — at 
Double Down, Fort Wayne, 9 p.m., 
, 435-4567

Friday, February 5
Big cAddy dAddy — Rock/variety at 

Martin’s Tavern, Garrett, 10 p.m.-2 
a.m., no cover, 357-4290
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The Lead Singer of Sugarland!

Proudly presents in Elkhart, Indiana

SATURDAY MARCH 26, 2016 • 8:00 PM

ON SALE NOW!

ON SALE
FRIDAY

JANUARY 
22 !

THURSDAY MARCH 3, 2016  •  7:30PM
The Embassy Theatre  
Fort Wayne, Indiana

Proudly Presents in Fort Wayne, Indiana

The Lerner Theatre  • Elkhart, Indiana

Tickets on sale now at

(800) 745-3000

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY!
Thursday March 17, 2016  •  7:30PM

The Embassy Theatre  
Fort Wayne, Indiana

JENNIFER NETTLES
with Brandy Clark 
and special guests Lindsay Ell & Tara ThompsonON

SALE NOW!

ROBIN TROWER
THURSDAY MAY 5, 2016 • 7:30 PM

c2g Music Hall 
Fort Wayne, Indiana

ON SALE
FRIDAY

FEBRUARY
5 !

FRIDAY MAY 13, 2016 • 7:30 PM
The Foellinger Theatre 

Fort Wayne, Indiana

ON SALE
FRIDAY
MARCH

4 !

ON SALE
AT

WOODEN
NICKEL

RECORDS



The 1975 May 21 Meadow Brook Amphitheatre Rochester, MI
2Cellos Apr. 3 Chicago Theatre Chicago
38 Special Apr. 8 T. Furth Center, Trine University Angola
AC/DC Feb. 17 United Center Chicago
AC/DC Mar. 26 Quicken Loans Arena Cleveland
AC/DC May 1 Hard Rock Rocksino Northfield Park, OH
The Accidentals Jan. 28 C2G Music Hall Fort Wayne
Air Supply ($30-$60) Feb. 6 Niswonger Performing Arts Center Van Wert, Ohio
Albert Cummings ($20) Mar. 1 The Ark Ann Arbor
Albert Lee ($25) Feb. 15 The Ark Ann Arbor
Alessia Cara w/Kevin Garrett, Craig Stickland Jan. 29 Metro Chicago
All-Star Comedy Jam feat. Damon Williams, Nikki Carr, Redbone, Hot Sauce,  
Jesnaira Baez & Gary Menke Jan. 23 Embassy Theatre Fort Wayne
Anderson East Feb. 19 Hi-Fi Indianapolis
Andrew Bird Apr. 14 Royal Oak Music Theatre Royal Oak, MI
Andrew Bird Apr. 15 The LC Pavilion Columbus, OH
Andrew Bird Apr. 16 House of Blues Cleveland
Ani DeFranco ($30-$55) Apr. 2 Michigan Theater Ann Arbor
Ani DeFranco w/Chastity Brown Apr. 3 The Intersection Grand Rapids
Ann Arbor Folk Festival feat. City & Colour, Richard Thompson, Yo La Tengo and more Jan. 29-30 The Ark Ann Arbor
Avett Brothers Apr. 22-23 Chicago Theatre Chicago
B.J. Thomas Feb. 27 Niswonger Performing Arts Center Van Wert, Ohio
Beach House Feb. 29 House of Blues Cleveland
Beach House Mar. 1 Vic Theatre Chicago
Ben Folds May 12 Fillmore Detroit Detroit
Ben Folds w/Dotan May 13 Riviera Theatre Chicago
Ben Harper & The Innocent Criminals Apr. 16 Riviera Theatre Chicago
Ben Harper & The Innocent Criminals Apr. 17 House of Blues Cleveland
Big Head Todd & the Monsters Feb. 6 House of Blues Chicago
Big Head Todd & the Monsters w/Mike Doughty Feb. 9 Vogue Indianapolis
Black Sabbath Jan. 22 United Center Chicago
Black Sabbath Feb. 19 Palace of Auburn Hills Auburn Hills, MI
Blake Shelton w/Chris Janson Feb. 20 Palace of Auburn Hills Auburn Hills, MI
blessthefall Mar. 2 Saint Andrews Hall Detroit
Bobby Rush & Joe Louis Walker w/Wayne Baker Brooks, Shawn Holt and the Teardrops Feb. 12 Kalamazoo State Theatre Kalamazoo
Bonnie “Prince” Billy Feb. 18 Vic Theatre Chicago
Bonnie Raitt Mar. 16 Detroit Opera House Detroit
Bonnie Raitt Mar. 22 Chicago Theatre Chicago
Brian Culbertson Apr. 30 Niswonger Performing Arts Center Van Wert, Ohio
Brian McKnight Mar. 11 Soundboard Detroit Detroit
Bruce Springsteen & The E Street Band Feb. 23 Quicken Loans Arena Cleveland
Buckwheat Zydeco ($20) Feb. 18 The Ark Ann Arbor
California Guitar Trio ($25) Mar. 13 The Ark Ann Arbor
Cameron Carpenter feat. The International Touring Organ Apr. 9 Clowes Memorial Hall Indianapolis
Cannibal Corpse Feb. 21 Saint Andrews Hall Detroit
Carley Rae Jepsen Mar. 12 Metro Chicago
Cedric the Entertainer w/Eddie Griffin, D.L. Hughley, George Lopez, Charlie Murphy Jan. 23 United Center Chicago
Celtic Woman Mar. 18 Embassy Theatre Fort Wayne
Chris Bathgate w/Bear Medicine ($15) Jan. 21 The Ark Ann Arbor
Chris Hillman w/Herb Pedersen ($25) Apr. 7 The Ark Ann Arbor
Chris Smither ($26) May 6 The Ark Ann Arbor
Christine Lavin, Don White ($25) Feb. 12 The Ark Ann Arbor
Chuck Prophet Mar. 24 B-Side, One Lucky Guitar Fort Wayne
Ciara Apr. 15 House of Blues Cleveland
City and Colour w/Greyhounds Jan. 30 The Intersection Grand Rapids
Coco Montoya Mar. 5 C2G Music Hall Fort Wayne
Coheed and Cambria w/Glassjaw Feb. 26 Aragon Ballroom Chicago
Courtney Barnett Apr. 28 Riviera Theatre Chicago
Cowboy Mouth w/Todd Fuller Band Feb. 6 Bottom Lounge Chicago
Craig Wayne Boyd Jan. 23 Niswonger Performing Arts Center Van Wert, Ohio
Dan Navarro Feb. 13 Schubas Tavern Chicago
Dark Star Orchestra Feb. 26 Taft Theatre Cincinnati
Dark Star Orchestra Feb. 27 Egyptian Room Indianapolis
Dark Star Orchestra Feb. 28 LC Pavilion Columbus, OH
Dark Star Orchestra Mar. 1 House of Blues Cleveland
Dark Star Orchestra Mar. 3-4 Vic Theatre Chicago
Dave Alvin & Phil Alvin w/The Guilty Ones ($25) Mar. 9 The Ark Ann Arbor
David Cross Mar. 16 Vic Theatre Chicago
Davy Knowles Feb. 13 C2G Music Hall Fort Wayne
Diet Cig, The Meat Flowers Feb. 8 Brass Rail Fort Wayne
Disturbed & Rob Zombie May 25 Allen County War Memorial Coliseum Fort Wayne
Disturbed Apr. 7 Saint Andrews Hall Detroit
Donny Osmond Jan. 22 Hard Rock Rocksino Northfield Park, OH
Dr. Dog Mar. 11 Saint Andrews Hall Detroit
Dr. Dog Mar. 12 Riviera Theatre Chicago
Dr. Dog Mar. 13 Vogue Indianapolis
Dream Theatre Apr. 30 Chicago Theatre Chicago
Dropkick Murphys Feb. 18 House of Blues Cleveland
Dropkick Murphys Feb. 19 Aragon Ballroom Chicago
Dwight Yoakam Jan. 28 Hard Rock Rocksino Northfield Park, OH
Ellie Goulding May 6 Allstate Arena Rosemont, IL
Ellie Goulding May 7 Wolstein Center Cleveland
Ellie Goulding May 10 LC Pavilion Columbus, OH
Ellie Goulding May 14 Farm Bureau Insurance Lawn Indianapolis
Elton John Mar. 23 Van Andel Arena Detroit

Even the Jackals Jan. 28 House of Blues Chicago
Excision w/Bear Grillz, Figure Mar. 15 House of Blues Cleveland
Experience Hendrix feat. Buddy Guy, Zakk Wylde, Kenny Wayne Shepherd, Jonny Lang,  
Dweezil Zappa, Eric Johnson & more Mar. 11 Fox Theatre Detroit
Experience Hendrix Mar. 12 Chicago Theatre Chicago
Experience Hendrix Mar. 13 Taft Theatre Cincinnati
Experience Hendrix Mar. 15 Hard Rock Rocksino Northfield Park, OH
The Fab Four Feb. 12 Star Plaza Theatre Merrillville
Fab Four Apr. 8 Hard Rock Rocksino Northfield Park, OH
Father John Misty Apr. 14 Riviera Theatre Chicago
Ford Theatre Reunion & Boat Show Jan. 31 Brass Rail Fort Wayne
Future Feb. 18 Aragon Ballroom Chicago
Future w/Ty Dolla $ign Feb. 19 Fox Theatre Detroit
G. Love & Special Sauce Feb. 25 House of Blues Chicago
Gaelic Storm Mar. 11-12 House of Blues Chicago
Gaelic Storm Mar. 16 Saint Andrews Hall Detroit
Garnet Rogers ($20) May 13 The Ark Ann Arbor
Gary Clark Jr. Apr. 1 Riviera Theatre Chicago
Goo Goo Dolls Jan. 23 FireKeepers Casino Battle Creek, MI
Graveyard Jan. 28 Saint Andrews Hall Detroit
Grizfolk Feb. 5 The Shelter Detroit
Guster w/Rhett Miller Jan. 30 Vic Theatre Chicago
Heart May 13 Foellinger Theatre Fort Wayne
Henry Rollins Feb. 13 Thalia Hall Chicago
Here Come the Mummies Feb. 26 The Intersection Grand Rapids
Here Come the Mummies Mar. 25 Bluebird Nightclub Bloomington, IN
Hermans Hermits w/The Buckinghams, The Grass Roots Jan. 30 Star Plaza Theatre Merrillville
Heywood Banks ($25) Apr. 29 The Ark Ann Arbor
Hillsong Worship, Jesus Culture & Martin Smith, Kari Jobe, Elevation Worship, Brian Houston Apr. 10 Palace of Auburn Hills Auburn Hills, MI
Hillsong Worship, Jesus Culture & Martin Smith, Kari Jobe, Elevation Worship, Brian Houston Apr. 19 Van Andel Arena Detroit
Hillsong Worship w/Kari jobe, Jesus Culture Apr. 17 Allstate Arena Chicago
Home Free Feb. 14 Kalamazoo State Theatre Kalamazoo
Hoodie Allen w/SuperDuperKyle, Black Bear Feb. 27 Riviera Theatre Chicago
Hoodie Allen Mar. 16 House of Blues Cleveland
Howie Day ($20) Feb. 29 The Ark Ann Arbor
II Volo Feb. 27 Fox Theatre Detroit
Ike Reilly Feb. 4 B-Side, One Lucky Guitar Fort Wayne
Il Volo Feb. 24 State Theatre Cleveland
Il Volo Feb. 26 Chicago Theatre Chicago
Impractical Jokers “Where’s Larry” Tour starring the Tenderloins Mar. 19 Embassy Theatre Fort Wayne
Intocable Feb. 6 Aragon Ballroom Chicago
Jack & Jack w/Daya Feb. 21 House of Blues Cleveland
Jake Shimabukuro w/Fort Wayne Philharmonic Jan. 30 Embassy Theatre Fort Wayne
Janet Jackson (postponed) Jan. 29 Bankers Life Fieldhouse Indianapolis
Janet Jackson (postponed) Feb. 1 Schottenstein Center Columbus, OH

--------------- Calendar • On the Road --------------- In a bit of a strange pairing, Weezer and 
Panic! at the Disco have announced a co-
headlining tour for this summer that will 
stop in 40 cities. It doesn’t seem like these 
bands would have many fans in common, 
but that may be the genius behind the team-
ing, as both bands stand to gain a ton of new admirers if their performances are up to par. 
Panic! just released a new album called Death of a Bachelor, and Weezer just announced 
they will put out another self-titled album (currently dubbed the White Album by fans) on 
April 1. If you’re so inclined, the tour stops in Detroit July 8, Chicago July 10 and India-
napolis July 12. Andrew McMahon in the Wilderness will open the shows.
The Rock Hall Three for All Tour is the “trying too hard” title of a tour featuring three 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame bands on one stage in one night. Cheap Trick, Heart and 
Joan Jett & The Blackhearts have combined for over a century in the music industry 
and will bring all of that experience and all of their hits to the stage in Detroit July 14, 
Indianapolis July 17, Chicago July 19 and Cincinnati July 22. (Editor’s note: Heart will be 
part of this summer’s Foellinger Theatre Concert Series; tickets go on sale March 3, and 
judging from the response to a Facebook post we made last week [over 85,000 views and 
750 shares], they are going to go very quickly.)
We were lucky to get a Luke Bryan show in our area last year, as the man has become one 
of the biggest names in the business. Bryan has graduated from the New Haven cornfields  
he played in last year to stadiums this year. While there will most certainly be more dates 
announced for 2016, Bryan has only scheduled a few so far, and they include Chicago’s 
Wrigley Field on August 27 and Detroit’s Ford Field on October 29. Dustin Lynch and 
Little Big Town will open the shows.
When Motörhead’s Lemmy Kilmister died in December, virtually every member of the 
hard rock and heavy metal community paid their respects via Twitter, Facebook or some 
other form of media. Lemmy was well-respected and by all accounts a very good dude. 
Much has been said about the English musician, but one thing you might not know is that 
he was not a fan of some fellow countrymen. In an interview with a German TV station 
just before his death and before he knew about his cancer, Lemmy acknowledged that if 
he died he would “have to stop performing, I guess. But you never know. I could haunt 
somewhere; mess up somebody else’s gig.” When pressed for whom he’d like to haunt 
most he said it would most likely be 80s new wave band Tears for Fears. Happy haunt-
ing, Lemmy, happy haunting.

christopherhupe@aol.com

Road Notez
CHRIS HUPE
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Janet Jackson (postponed) Feb. 2 Quicken Loans Arena Cleveland
Janet Jackson (postponed) Feb. 5 Palace at Auburn Hills Auburn Hills, MI
Jason Isbell Feb. 19 Murat Theatre Indianapolis
Jason Isbell w/Shovels & Rope Feb. 20 Chicago Theatre Chicago
Jason Isbell w/Shovels and Rope ($27.50-$55) Mar. 1 Royal Oak Music Theatre
Jay Leno Mar. 3 Embassy Theatre Fort Wayne
Jennifer Nettles w/Lindsay Ell, Tara Thompson Mar. 17 Embassy Theatre Fort Wayne
Jethro Tull Apr. 7 Embassy Theatre Fort Wayne
Jethro Tull Apr. 11 Akron Civic Center Akron, OH
Jim Norton Feb. 11 Vic Theatre Chicago
Jim Norton Mar. 11 Hard Rock Rocksino Northfield Park, OH
Joel McHale Jan. 23 Hard Rock Rocksino Northfield Park, OH
John Gorka ($20) Jan. 24 The Ark Ann Arbor
John Scofield, Joe Lovano Feb. 6 The Palladium Carmel
Johnny Mathis May 12 Morris Performing Arts Center South Bend
Johnny Mathis May 14 Clowes Memorial Hall Indianapolis
Johnny Pemberton w/Josh Fadem Mar. 11 Metro Chicago
Josh Ritter & The Royal City Band Jan. 29 Riviera Theatre Chicago
Josh Ritter Feb. 29 Taft Theatre Cincinnati
Kacey Musgraves Feb. 25 Kalamazoo State Theatre Kalamazoo
Kaleo Mar. 2 Bottom Lounge Chicago
Kansas Apr. 21 Honeywell Center Wabash
Kathy Mattea ($35) Mar. 19 The Ark Ann Arbor
Killing Joke w/The Soft Moon Feb. 9 Thalia Hall Chicago
Kirk Franklin Mar. 25 Detroit Fox Theatre Detroit
Kygo Jan. 23 Navy Pier Chicago
Ladysmith Black Mambazo ($45) Feb. 3 The Ark Ann Arbor
Ladysmith Black Mambazo ($45) Feb. 4 The Ark Ann Arbor
Lake Street Dive Mar. 11 Vic Theatre Chicago
Lake Street Dive Mar. 12 Vic Theatre Chicago
Lake Street Dive Mar. 14 House of Blues Cleveland
Lamb of God w/Anthrax, Deafheaven, Power Trip Jan. 28 Royal Oak Music Theatre Royal Oak, MI
Lamb of God w/Anthrax, Deafheaven, Power Trip Jan. 29 Egyptian Room Indianapolis
Lamb of God w/Anthrax, Deafheaven, Power Trip Jan. 30 Aragon Ballroom Chicago
Lamb of God w/Anthrax, Deafheaven, Power Trip Jan. 31 Orbit Room Grand Rapids
Led Zeppelin 2 Feb. 19 House of Blues Cleveland
Leftover Salmon w/Dumpstafunk, Bonerama Feb. 26 Vic Theatre Chicago
Leftover Salmon w/The Travelin’ McCoureys, Love Canon Feb. 27 Vic Theatre Chicago
Leon Bridges Mar. 11 Chicago Theatre Chicago
Lewis Black Jan. 30 Akron Civic Center Akron, OH
Libera Apr. 3 Niswonger Performing Arts Center Van Wert, Ohio
Lil’ Wayne w/Rae Sremmurd Feb. 18 Van Andel Arena Detroit
Liz Russo w/Kevin Ruble Jan. 22-23 Snickerz Comedy Bar Fort Wayne
Lizzo Feb. 18 Subterranean Chicago
Loren Barrigar and Mark Mazengarb ($10-$20) Feb. 5 Hall-Moser Theatre, Arts Place Portland, IN
Lucy Kaplansky ($20) May 7 The Ark Ann Arbor
Lupe Fiasco Feb. 12 House of Blues Cleveland
Mack Dryden w/Josh Arnold Jan. 29-30 Snickerz Comedy Bar Fort Wayne
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis Feb. 2 Fox Theatre Detroit
Man Called Noon Jan. 29 House of Blues Chicago
Mariana’s Trench Feb. 12 Fillmore Detroit Detroit
Mariana’s Trench Feb. 14 Orbit Room Detroit
Marianas Trench Feb. 10 House of Blues Chicago
Marlon Wayans Feb. 5 Hard Rock Rocksino Northfield Park, OH
Megadeath Mar. 13 Aragon Ballroom Chicago
Melanie Martinez Mar. 17 Vic Theatre Chicago
Metric Mar. 5 Egyptian Room Indianapolis
Michael Carbonaro Apr. 2 Hard Rock Rocksino Northfield Park, OH
Mike Stud Feb. 18 House of Blues Chicago
Mound Builders w/Swamp Squat, Riverbottom Nitemare Band, Totally Orange Time Machine Jan. 30 CS3 Fort Wayne
Mountain Heart ($35) Jan. 23 The Ark Ann Arbor
Musiq Soulchild w/Keke Wyatt Feb. 13 Kalamazoo State Theatre Kalamazoo
Musiq Soulchild Feb. 24 Embassy Theatre Fort Wayne
Mustard’s Retreat ($20) Feb. 26 The Ark Ann Arbor
Natalie Grant Mar. 20 Niswonger Performing Arts Center Van Wert, Ohio
Naughty By Nature Feb. 20 House of Blues Chicago
Neck Deep w/State Champs, Knuckle Puck, Like Pacific Feb. 13 Saint Andrews Hall Detroit
Never Shout Never Feb. 5 House of Blues Chicago
Never Shout Never Feb. 6 Saint Andrews Hall Detroit
The Newsboys Apr. 23 Allen County War Memorial Coliseum Fort Wayne
Nick Moss ($20) May 26 The Ark Ann Arbor
Oak Ridge Boys Apr. 23 The Palladium Carmel
P1 w/Mickey N’ Mallory, Triple Vision, Jerm, CrissT4, TnT Jan. 22 Piere’s Entertainment Center Fort Wayne
Parquet Courts Feb. 16 Thalia Hall Chicago
Patty Larkin ($20) Mar. 24 The Ark Ann Arbor
Paul Thorn Band w/The Brothers Landreth ($25) Mar. 10 The Ark Ann Arbor
The Piano Guys Mar. 12 State Theatre Cleveland
The Piano Guys Mar. 14 Fox Theatre Detroit
Pink Droyd Feb. 6 C2G Music Hall Fort Wayne
R5 w/Ryland Mar. 10 Chicago Theatre Chicago
Railroad Earth Jan. 29 Vogue Indianapolis
Rayland Baxter Feb. 12 Schubas Tavern Chicago
Rayland Baxter Feb. 28 B-Side, One Lucky Guitar Fort Wayne
Red Green Apr. 22 Morris Performing Arts Center South Bend
Reel Big Fish Feb. 9 House of Blues Cleveland

Richard Marx Feb. 5 Kalamazoo State Theatre Kalamazoo
Riders in the Sky Apr. 15 Niswonger Performing Arts Center Van Wert, Ohio
Robert Gordon Jan. 23 Magic Bag Ferndale, MI
Robert Jones w/Matt Watroba Apr. 16 The Ark Ann Arbor
Robin Trower May 5 C2G Music Hall Fort Wayne
Robin Trower May 6 Kalamazoo State Theatre Kalamazoo
Rodney Carrington May 7 Embassy Theatre Fort Wayne
Ron White Feb. 25 Honeywell Center Wabash
Ryan Bingham Jan. 28 Vic Theatre Chicago
Ryan Bingham Jan. 29 Saint Andrews Hall Detroit
SafetySuit & Connell Cruise Jan. 29 Bottom Lounge Chicago
Say Anything May 10 House of Blues Cleveland
Scott H. Biram, Doug Strahan & Bad Neighbors Jan. 29 Brass Rail Fort Wayne
Scotty McCreery Jan. 28 Kalamazoo State Theatre Kalamazoo
Shawn Colvin ($40-$65) Feb. 16 The Ark Ann Arbor
Sir Charles Jones, Bobby Rush, TK Soul, Theodis Ealey, Bigg Robb, Shirley Brown Mar. 19 Fox Theatre Detroit
Sixteen Candles Feb. 13 House of Blues Chicago
Skizzy Mars Feb. 10 The Shelter Detroit
Slayer w/Testament, Carcass Feb. 19 Riviera Theatre Chicago
Sleep Jan. 26-27 Thalia Hall Chicago
Southside Johnny & the Asbury Jukes Mar. 4 Hard Rock Rocksino Northfield Park, OH
Star & Micey ($15) Mar. 17 The Ark Ann Arbor
Stephen Kellogg ($17-$20) Feb. 23 The Hi-Fi Indianapolis
Steve Forbert Jan. 24 B-Side, One Lucky Guitar Fort Wayne
Steve Forbert Jan. 25 Natalie’s Worthington, OH
Steve Lippia Feb. 5 Honeywell Center Wabash
Steve Poltz, Grant-Lee Phillips ($20) Feb. 9 The Ark Ann Arbor
Steve Wilson Mar. 7 Vic Theatre Chicago
Steve Wilson Mar. 8 Vic Theatre Chicago
STS9 Feb. 13 Aragon Ballroom Chicago
STS9 Feb. 14 House of Blues Chicago
Styx Apr. 7 ISU Hulman Center Terra Haute, IN
Styx Apr. 8 Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort Mt. Pleasant, MI
Super Diamond Jan. 30 House of Blues Chicago
Sylvia McNair May 20 Honeywell Center Wabash
Tedeschi Trucks Band Jan. 22 Chicago Theatre Chicago
Temptations Apr. 24 Hard Rock Rocksino Northfield Park, OH
The Tenors Jan. 23 Clowes Memorial Hall Indianapolis
The Texas Tenors Apr. 17 Niswonger Performing Arts Center Van Wert, Ohio
They Might Be Giants Mar. 20 Vic Theatre Chicago
Tim O’Brien ($25) Apr. 15 The Ark Ann Arbor
Todd Rundgren w/John Ferenzik, Jesse Gress, Prairie Prince, Kasim Sulton Jan. 26 Park West Chicago
Todd Rundgren Jan. 29 Kalamazoo State Theatre Kalamazoo
Tommy Emmanuel Feb. 14 DeVos Performance Hall Grand Rapids
Tommy Emmanuel ($40) Feb. 24 The Ark Ann Arbor
Turtle Island Quartet w/Cyrus Chestnut Apr. 1 Clowes Memorial Hall Indianapolis
Underoath Apr. 7 Riviera Theatre Chicago
Vance Gilbert Jan. 29 Philmore on Broadway Fort Wayne
Vance Joy w/Reuben and the Dark Jan. 22 Riviera Theatre Chicago
Vance Joy w/Reuben and the Dark Jan. 23 Riviera Theatre Chicago
Vance Joy Feb. 15 House of Blues Cleveland
The Waifs ($30) Apr. 27 The Ark Ann Arbor
Warren Haynes and The Ashes & Dust Band Feb. 26 House of Blues Cleveland
The Wellington International Ukulele Orchestra Mar. 3 Niswonger Performing Arts Center Van Wert, Ohio
Who’s Bad Apr. 1 House of Blues Cleveland
Widespread Panic Feb. 21 Murat Theatre Indianapolis
Wolfmother Feb. 25 Metro Chicago
Wynonna & The Big Noise Feb. 4 Hard Rock Rocksino Northfield Park, OH
Zoso Mar. 4 Vogue Indianapolis

Backwater
Feb. 6 .................................. The Hideaway, Gas City

Big Dick and the Penetrators
July 30 ............ Sunshower Bike Rally, Centerville, IN

Bulldogs
March 5 ..American Legion Post 470, Coldwater, OH
June 12 .............Elwood Concert in the Park, Elwood
June 17 .........Bethel Pointe Health & Rehab, Muncie
June 30 .........................Hickory Acres, Edgerton, OH
Aug. 5 ......... Van Buren Popcorn Festival, Van Buren
Aug. 6 ........................ State Line Festival, Union City
Aug. 17 ..................Elkhart Co. Fairgrounds, Goshen
Aug. 20 ........Defiance Co. Car Show,  Hicksville, OH
Aug. 26 ..................Qunicy Daze Festival, Quincy, MI
Sept. 8 .........Roann Covered Bridge Festival, Roann
Sept. 18 .......Flat Rock Creek Festival, Paulding, OH

Gunslinger
Jan. 23 ..................................AM Vets Post 5, Marion
Feb. 5 ........American Legion Post 95, Jonesboro, IN

Hubie Ashcraft Band
Jan. 29-30 ....................Tequila Cowboy, Lansing, MI
March 4 ..........................Hollywood Casino, Joliet, IL
March 5 ........................... Firewater Saloon, Chicago

March 26 ............................... Bella Luna, Middlebury
May 27-29 .........T&J’s Smokehouse, Put-In-Bay, OH
July 1-3 ..................................Splash, Put-In-Bay, OH
July 28-29 ..........T&J’s Smokehouse, Put-In-Bay, OH
July 30 ...................................Splash, Put-In-Bay, OH
Aug. 5 ............... Little Nashville Festival, Ottawa, OH
Aug. 12-13 .........T&J’s Smokehouse, Put-In-Bay, OH
Aug. 27 ...............Lorain County Fair, Wellington, OH
Sept. 2-3 ............T&J’s Smokehouse, Put-In-Bay, OH
Sept. 4 ...................................Splash, Put-In-Bay, OH
Sept. 30 ................................. Bella Luna, Middlebury
Oct. 21-22 ...........................Cowboy Up, Mendon, MI
Nov. 19 .................................. Bella Luna, Middlebury

Joe Justice
Jan. 30 .............. Leisure Time Winery, Napoleon, OH

Kill the Rabbit
April 30 ................... Key Palace Theatre, Redkey, IN
May 14 .......................................... Nikki’s, Sturgis, MI
Fort Wayne Area Performers: To get your gigs on 
this list, give us a call at 691-3188, fax your info to 
691-3191, e-mail info.whatzup@gmail.com or mail 
to whatzup, 2305 E. Esterline Rd., Columbia City, 

IN 46725.

Road Tripz
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 Unlike the reporter in Broadcast News, a more 
comic film about the world of journalism, I won’t bury 
the lead. Spotlight is superb and magnetically enter-
taining.
 Movie magic is needed to transform the painstak-
ing efforts of a small team of Boston Globe report-
ers uncovering the decades long efforts of the Boston 
Diocese of the Catholic Church to cover up sexual 
crimes against children committed by priests. Skill 
and dedication are what we see on screen by the film-
making team and the reporters. But these qualities cre-
ate a kind of magic.
 A subject this sensitive, devastating and horrific 
could have gone wrong in so many ways. In Spot-
light there are no missteps. The filmmakers don’t turn 
drama into melodrama. They create an atmosphere of 
everyday life and peel back the layers.
 The team named Spotlight reports stories in depth 
for the Globe. In 2003 they won a Pulitzer for their 
reporting. Specifically, they won the Pulitzer for Com-
munity Service. Their efforts could be classified as 
investigative reporting, but the even higher merit of 
their efforts is the effect they had on the community.
 The catalyst to the investigation is the appoint-
ment of a new editor-in-chief at the Globe. Marty 
Baron (Liev Schreiber sporting an incredible poker 
face) takes the reins of the Globe as an interloper, to 
the paper and to Boston. He encourages the Spotlight 
team to dig deeper into the story of one particularly 
despicable priest who was shuffled around from parish 
to parish to hide his crimes.
 Everyone on the team – Mike Rezendez (Mark 
Ruffalo), Matt Carroll (Brian d’Arcy) and Sacha Pfe-
iffer (Rachel McAdams) – is a lapsed Catholic to some 
degree. They are led by Walter Robinson “Robby” 
(Michael Keaton), who describes himself as a coach 
not a boss. The Spotlight team’s editor is Ben Bradlee 
Jr. (John Slattery).

  The local boys know that pushing the Catholic 
Church could have devastating effects on the paper 
(53% of the readership is Catholic). But once they 
start meeting resistance from everyone they interview, 
they face the uncomfortable reality that there is a huge 
story to be investigated and told. The telling could 
ruin lives, careers and more.
  As one of them is told, “The church thinks in 
terms of centuries.” That statement made me shudder. 
It is the answer to “How could this happen?” What’s a 
few decades of modern age outrage over sex scandals 
when the Church has survived the Reformation?
 What they seek to discover is not just how many 
priests are “bad apples,” but what did Cardinal Law (a 
genial menacing Len Cariou) know about the sexual 
misconduct. They aren’t after individuals. They want 
to know how deeply the institution of the Church is 
involved.
 “How long is this going to take?’ Robbie is asked 
about the investigation. “Too long,” is his answer. 
Victim testimony is heartbreaking, but the team needs 
documents, which they find. One letter they find, and 
is quoted in the film, is a letter to Cardinal Law by a 
subordinate asking if the objectionable priest can be 
re-assigned duties away from children. That acknowl-
edgement of a problem meant that poor soul who sent 
the letter was reassigned to the middle of nowhere.
 Luckily for our community, we gained a man of 
integrity. Bishop D’Arcy came here. Luckily for him, 
he wasn’t sent to South America, as another outspoken 

The Church Gets Scrutinized
Flix
CATHERINE LEE

 Tops at the Box: Tim Story’s buddy cop sequel, 
Ride Along 2, starring Ice Cube and Kevin Hart, took 
the No. 1 spot at last weekend’s box office, selling a 
solid $39.5 million in the U.S. over its first three days 
of release. Reviews have been terrible, and everything 
about the film looks painfully obvious and forgettable, 
but hey, supposedly it’s a crowd pleaser. Here’s hop-
ing Hart, who is certainly a talent, learns how to use 
his abilities for a better good sooner than later. Looks 
dumb to me, though I do like stars Ice Cube and Hart 
for what they are.
 Also at the Box: Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu’s 
latest film, The Revenant, not only took the No. 2 spot 
at the box office last week with $35 million in sales, 
but it scored 12 Oscar nominations. Not bad, Inarritu! 
The film has now sold $93 million in the U.S. and 
$151 million worldwide. Good to see such an artsy 
film doing so well. Taking the No. 3 spot at last week-
end’s box office was juggernaut Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens which sold another $31 million, bringing the 
film’s five-week U.S. total to $857 million. The movie 
has sold just under $2 billion worldwide, pretty much 
making it the biggest film ever. Okay, not ever, but 
it’s on pace to be a part of that conversation. And hey, 
it’s actually a good film, unlike, say, Avatar. Taking 
the No. 4 spot at the box office last weekend was Mi-
chael Bay’s 13 Hours: The Secret Soldiers of Beng-
hazi, which sold a disappointing $19 million over its 
first three days of release. Looks well made. Can’t say 
much more about it without seeing the film, but any 

regular ScreenTime reader already knows that I’m 
almost always impressed by Bay’s films, even when 
they’re really stupid. Rounding out last weekend’s 
Top 5 was Daddy’s Home, a Sean Anders comedy star-
ring Will Ferrell and Mark Wahlberg. The movie sold 
another $11.3 million last weekend, bringing the its 
four-week total to $131 million in the U.S. and almost 
$200 million worldwide.
 New This Week: Alien attack flick The 5th Wave, 
starring Chloe Grace Moretz, Ron Livingston, Liv 
Schreiber and a bunch of actors you’ve likely not 
heard of, will open everywhere this weekend amongst 
some already very hot competition. Also new to the-
aters will be horror flick The Boy (way to go on that ti-
tle, guys!) and bromance comedy Dirty Grandpa, star-
ring Robert De Niro, Zac Efron, Audrey Plaza, Jason 
Mantzoukas, Dermot Mulroney and Julianne Hough. 
It’s probably sort of funny for what it is, right? Seems 
like it has to be. A lot of small, awards season films are 
expanding, but other than that, we don’t have a whole 
lot to look forward to at the movies right now. Lots 
of really, really terrible looking films will be released 
over the next couple of months.

 gregwlocke@gmail.com

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Hart, Ice Cube Overcome the Force
ScreenTime
GREG W. LOCKE

135 W. Columbia St.
Fort Wayne, IN
260.422.7500

Downstairs from
Columbia Street West

on The Landing
Harrison Street Access

Authentic New Orleans 
Style Dining

Variety of Alligator      
Dishes

Jambalaya

Gumbo

French Quarter Cuisine

$8 Thursday Special 
Menu & Martinis

New Orleans Jazz
& Zydeco Ambiance

Open at 5 p.m. Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays

Authentic New Orleans 
Style Dining

Variety of Alligator      
Dishes

Jambalaya

Gumbo

French Quarter Cuisine

$8 Thursday Special 
Menu & Martinis

Continued on page 19



January 21, 2016 -------------------------------------------------------------- www.whatzup.com ------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 17

Community
Arts Academy

grades pre K-12
art   dance   music   theatre

begin 
January 30

Call Gary 260-481-6977 
                ipfw.edu/caa

Art, Dance and 
Drama Classes

Featured Events
Fort Wayne Dance Winter Workshops 

collective — Workshops and class-
es for movement, dance, yoga and 
more offered by Fort Wayne Dance 
Collective, dates and times vary, 
Fort Wayne Dance Collective, Fort 
Wayne, fees vary, 424-6574

ipFW community arts acaDemy — Art, 
dance, music and theater classes 
for grades pre-K through 12 offered 
by IPFW College of Visual and 
Performing Arts, fees vary, 481-
6977, www.ipfw.edu/caa

sWeetWater acaDemy oF music — 
Private lessons for a variety of 
instruments available from profes-
sional instructors, ongoing weekly 
lessons, Sweetwater Sound, Fort 
Wayne, call for pricing, 432-8176, 
academy.sweetwater.com

This Week
Beer & Bacon Fest — Bacon-inspired 

foods, beer sampling, live music, 
and silent auction to benefit Honor 
Flight Northeast Indiana, 6-10 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 22, Allen County War 
Memorial Coliseum, Fort Wayne, 
$15-$40 (includes free access to 
Outdoor Sports, Lake & Cabin 
Show), 317-846-8965

mizpah shrine circus — Three ring cir-
cus; all proceeds benefit the Mizpah 
Shrine Center, 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Jan. 21; 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 23 and 5:45 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 24, Allen County War 
Memorial Coliseum, Fort Wayne, 
$14-$22, 422-7122

outDoor sports, lake & caBin shoW 
— Expo featuring vendors, travel 
consultants and planners, interac-
tive family area with ziplines, semi-
nars, giveaways and more, 12-9 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 22; 10 a.m.-8 
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 23 and 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 24, Allen 
County War Memorial Coliseum, 
Fort Wayne, $10, 482-9502

roaD to one million kick-oFF 
celeBration — Kick-off event 
for Northeast Indiana Regional 
Partnership and Greater Fort 
Wayne drive to increase northeast 
Indiana population to 1 million 
includes live music, regional door 
prizes, food, cash bar and cham-
pagne toast, 6-9 p.m. Thursday, 
Jan. 21, Grand Wayne Center, Fort 
Wayne, free, RSVP required, www.
neindiana.com/vision/the-vision/
regionalcities

Lectures, etc.
learning From the liFe, teachings oF 

martin luther king Jr. — Rev. Dr. 
Otis Moss Jr. speaks at the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Remembrance 
& Rededication Ceremony, 7 
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 28, Cordier 
Auditorium, North Manchester 
University, North Manchester, free, 
registration required, 982-5282

Fort Wayne BreWeries — Arch lecture 
presented by David Lupke, 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 30, Meeting Room 
A, Main Branch, Allen County Public 
Library, Fort Wayne, free, 426-5117

Storytimes
storytimes, activities anD craFts at 

allen county puBlic liBrary:
aBoite Branch — Born to Read 
Storytime, 10:30 a.m. Mondays, 
Smart Start Storytime, 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays, Baby Steps, 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays, 421-1320
Dupont Branch — Smart Start 
Storytime for ages 3-5, 1:30 
p.m. Tuesdays and 10:30 a.m. 
Thursdays, 421-1315
georgetoWn Branch — Born to 
Read Storytime, 10:15 a.m. and 11 
a.m. Mondays, Baby Steps, 10:15 
a.m. and 11 a.m. Tuesdays, Smart 
Start Storytime, 10:15 a.m. and 11 
a.m. Thursdays, 421-1320
graBill Branch — Born to Read, 
10:30 a.m. Tuesdays, Smart Start 
Storytime 10:30 a.m. Wednesdays, 
421-1325
hessen cassel Branch — Stories, 
songs and finger- plays for the 
whole family, 6:30 p.m. Tuesdays, 
421-1330
little turtle Branch — Storytime 
for preschoolers, 10:30 a.m. 
Mondays and Tuesdays, 421-1335
main liBrary — Babies and Books, 
10 a.m. Fridays; Family Story 
Time, 10:30 a.m. Wednesdays; 
Storytime for preschoolers, day-
cares and other groups, 9:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays; Toddler Time, 10:30 
& 11 a.m. Fridays; 421-1220
neW haven Branch — Babies and 
books for kids birth to age 2, 10:30 
a.m. Thursdays, 421-1345
pontiac Branch — Teen cafe 4 p.m. 
Tuesdays, Smart Start Storytime for 
preschoolers, 10:30 a.m. Fridays, 
421-1350
tecumseh Branch — Smart Start 
Storytime for kids age 3-6, 10:30 
a.m. Tuesdays, YA Day for 
teens 3:30 p.m. Wednesdays, 
Wondertots reading for ages 1-3, 
10:30 a.m. Thursdays, 421-1360
shaWnee Branch — Born to Read 
for babies and toddlers, 10:30 
a.m. Thursdays, Smart Start 
Storytime for preschoolers, 11 a.m. 
Thursdays, 421-1355
WayneDale Branch — Smart Start 
Storytime, 10:30 a.m. Mondays 
and Tuesdays, Born to Read 
Storytime for babies and toddlers, 
10:15 a.m. Tuesdays, 421-1365
WooDBurn Branch — Smart Start 
Storytime, 10:30 a.m. Fridays, 
421-1370

Kid Stuff
teen chess tournament — Chess 

tournament for grades 6-12, 6 p.m., 
Thursday, Jan. 21, Huntington City-
Township Public Library, Huntington, 
free, 356-2900

Tours and Trips
Fort Wayne ski cluB ski trips — 

Ski trips to Whistler Mountain, 
Bittersweet, Swiss Valley, Lake 
Tahoe and more, dates vary, loca-
tions vary, departs from Fort Wayne, 
prices vary, more information avail-
able at www.fwsc.org

zehnDer’s snoWFest — Bus trip to 
Frankenmuth, MI to watch ice carv-
ers from around the world; lunch at 
Zehnder’s Restaurant, 8 a.m.-9:30 
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 30, departs 
from Bob Arnold Park, Fort Wayne, 
$85, 427-6017

Spectator Sports
BASKETBALL
maD ants — Upcoming home games at 

Memorial Coliseum, Fort Wayne
 thursDay, Jan. 28 vs. Canton, 7 

p.m.
 saturDay, Jan. 30 vs. Maine, 7:30 

p.m.
 tuesDay, FeB. 2 vs. Maine, 7 p.m.
 FriDay, FeB. 5 vs. Canton, 7:30 p.m.
 tuesDay, FeB. 9 vs. Delaware, 7 

p.m.
 tuesDay, FeB. 16 vs. Grand Rapids, 7 

p.m.
 thursDay, FeB. 25 vs. Westchester, 7 

p.m.
 sunDay, FeB. 28 vs. Iowa, 5 p.m.
HOCKEY
komets — Upcoming home games at 

Memorial Coliseum, Fort Wayne
 FriDay, Jan. 29 vs. Cincinnati, 8 

p.m.
 saturDay, FeB. 6 vs. Quad City, 7:30 

p.m.
 FriDay, FeB. 19 vs. Toledo, 8 p.m.

Dance
Dance party — Open dancing, no 

partner necessary, 7:30-10 p.m., 
Fridays, Jan. 22 and Jan. 29, 
Dance Tonight, Fort Wayne, $10, 
437-6825

January
celeBrate DoWntoWn — Celebration 

of people, places and partnerships 
featuring live entertainment by 
Alicia Pyle, Downtown photography, 
hors d’oeuvres, cash bar, 5-7 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 28, Cinema Center, 
Fort Wayne, free, RSVP required, 
420-3266

Winterval — Ice carvers, rugby game, 
winter carnival and other special 
events, times vary, Saturday, Jan. 
30, various downtown location, 
Fort Wayne, free, activity fees may 
apply, 427-6000

Family DouBle Dare — Fort Wayne 
Youtheatre fundraiser featuring 
Minute to Win-It challenges, pizza 
lunch, trivia and more, 1-3 p.m., 
Sunday, Jan. 31, Arts United 
Center, Fort Wayne, $10-$20, 422-
4226
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Present valid college student or
military ID to receive 10% discount

3506 N. Clinton
Fort Wayne, IN

46805
260.482.5959

2014 Broadway
Fort Wayne, IN

46802
260.422.4518

Find your treasure or find your pleasure at

260.424.6574
FWDC.ORG

Register For
Classes Today!



Now Playing
The CompleTe Works of William 

shakespeare (abridged) [revised] 
— Fast paced, witty comedy fea-
turing three actors and all 37 of 
Shakespeare’s plays revised for 
21st century audiences, 7 p.m. 
dinner, 8 p.m. curtain, Friday-
Saturday, Jan. 22-23, 29-30, Feb. 
5-6, Arena Dinner Theatre, Fort 
Wayne, $35 (includes dinner & 
show), 424-5622

TWo plays on a benCh — Edward 
Albee’s The Zoo Story and David 
Mamet’s The Duck Variations, each 
involving two men sitting on a park 
bench, 7:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 
Jan. 22-23; 2 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 
24; 7:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 
Jan. 29-30, First Presbyterian 
Theater, Fort Wayne, $12-$20, 
422-6329

ipfW Companies-in-residenCe — 
Mikautadze Dance Theatre, Hope 
Arthur Orchestra, Saitnkini and 
Silbo Gomero collaborate to pres-
ent this two part show exploring 
the process of grief; a performance 
intended to take the audience 
inside the human psyche after 
years of lack of self reflection, 8 
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 23, Arts United 
Center, Fort Wayne, $15, 424-5220

Asides
AUDITIONS
frosT/nixon (marCh 11-26) — Casting 

for 8 men and 2 women, 7 p.m. 
Sunday-Monday, Jan. 24-25, 
Arena Dinner Theatre, Arena 
Rehearsal Hall, Fort Wayne, 424-
5622

7Th annual norTheasT indiana 
playWrighT fesTival Winners — Fort 
Wayne Civic Theatre announces 
auditions for all three winning plays, 
The Tales of Charlotte Wilson, P.I.; 
The Last Stand and Sir Lancelot 
Jones, 7-10 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 31, 
Arts United Center, Fort Wayne, 
Please call to sign up 422-8641, 
ext. 225

VOLUNTEERS
young frankensTein (feb. 13-28) — 

Volunteers needed for backstage 
Run Crew, Fly Operators, Lighting 
Crew and Dressers, age 16 and up, 
contact Corey Lee at clee@fwcivic.
org or 422-8641, ext. 236

Upcoming Productions
JANUARY 2016
The hunChbaCk of noTre dame, 

Charlie and The ChoColaTe faCTory 
& as you like iT — Three shows 
performed by The Audience of One 
Youth Theatre Troupe, 1 p.m. and 
6 p.m. Friday, Jan. 29; 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 30, Salvation Army 
Community Center, Fort Wayne, 
$3-$5, 241-3378
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Arena Dinner Theatre

Directed by Tom Frymier
Featuring Michael Cole, Jim Nel-

son & Christopher J. Murphy
Produced through special

arrangement with Broadway Play 
Publishing, Inc. and The Reduced 

Shakespeare Company                      
Call theatre or visit online for 

showtimes and ticket information.

Arena Dinner Theatre
719 Rockhill St., Fort Wayne

(260) 424-5622
arenadinnertheatre.org

Jan. 22-Feb. 6, 2016
Fridays & Saturdays

Doors at 6:15, Dinner at 7, Show at 8
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 Two Plays on a Bench, currently running at First 
Presbyterian Theater, combines two one-act plays, 
Duck Variations by David Mamet and The Zoo Sto-
ry by Edward Albee. The two share a simple plot of 
strangers sitting on a bench and sharing thoughts and 
experiences, emphasizing connections and discon-
nects.
 In the first performed, Duck Variations, two older 
gentlemen discuss life and mortality through their 
observations of, among other things, ducks on a lake. 
The two connect in memorable ways as they observe 
what is happening around them in the park and stretch 
those observations to connect themselves to the world 
at large. They try though don’t always understand the 
points the other makes in gen-
erally generous ways. Until I 
checked the program, I was 
thinking that we never learned 
the characters’ names, though 
they are George and Emil. I 
think I’d have preferred to 
continue on thinking they 
were nameless representations 
of personality types.
 The character holding a 
Reader’s Digest throughout 
the play, who turns out to be 
named George, seems to have read bits and pieces 
about a variety of things. Many of his sentences begin 
with “I once read …” and his companion, Emil, whose 
first act is to grab a newspaper from the trash bin, ac-
cepts some of what George has to say and dismisses 
other bits as total bunk.
 Emil, too, has insights and observations to offer. 
One of his most interesting was that when he’s at home 
he can look forward to going to the park, but that he 
has issues with the park because when he’s there the 
only place to go is home, a lonely place for him.
 As the two men, Thom Hofrichter and Bob Sut-

ton are very good and have a sweet chemistry which 
makes the conversation sparkle consistently. Because 
of this, I was amazed that a man behind me was ac-
tually snoring at one point. It isn’t all sunshine and 
lollipops, but the overall feel of the play is one of con-
nectedness to others and the universe’s cycles of life. I 
rarely say this of a play, but I really loved seeing this.
 The second one-act, The Zoo Story, follows in-

termission. One man, Peter, is 
peacefully reading on a Cen-
tral Park bench one Sunday 
afternoon when another man, 
Jerry, wanders up and begins 
a conversation with him. We 
learn that Peter is a secure, 
seemingly content family man 
with a wife, children, cats and 
a couple of parakeets. Jerry, 
on the other hand, soon shows 
himself to have a troubled 
past and questionable present 

in a rooming house with a drunken landlady and an 
aggressive dog. As he hears more from Jerry, Peter 
grows increasingly uncomfortable, as many in the au-
dience surely will be by the play’s end.
 In what I’d call an unenviable role, Reuben Al-
baugh is very good as the manic Jerry. It’s an incred-
ibly complex role, but he manages to shift from one 
mood to another quite well. Albert T. Brownlee makes 
an appealing Peter as well.
 Interpretation of drama, of course, asks audi-

A Pair of Challenging Conversations
Curtain Call
KEVIN SMITH

TWO PLAYS ON A BENCH:
THE ZOO STORY & 
DUCK VARIATIONS

7:30 p.m.  Friday-Saturday, 
Jan. 22-23 & 29-30

2 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 24
First Presbyterian Theater

300 W. Wayne St., Fort Wayne
Tix: $12-$20, 260-422-6329

 Three guys, 97 minutes (give or take a few), 37 
plays by the greatest playwright in the history of the 
English language, Godzilla and laughing till your sides 
hurt. What do these things have in common? You’ll 
find them all in our production of The Complete Works 
of William Shakespeare (abridged) [revised] at Arena 
Dinner Theatre.  
 You don’t need to understand Shakespeare or love 
his work to enjoy our show; you just need to want to 
laugh, and we will provide the rest. This show takes 
the audience on a ride that careens wildly from lunacy 
to brilliance and from delight-
fully tacky to mildly offensive, 
all with large doses of tongue 
in cheek. Be warned, however! 
This is not a show for the faint 
of heart, the weak of consti-
tution, the often grumpy or 
those with chronic good taste. 
Be ready for bad jokes, worse 
puns, sword pokes and angry 
fun. Watch for flying props, 
severed limbs, talking socks 
and cross-dressing men. In 
short, be ready for anything, surprised by nothing, and 
above all else, have a good time.
 A lot of work goes into a 97-minute show cover-
ing Shakespeare’s 37 plays with only three actors. I 
did only a portion of the work. The three gifted ac-

tors (Michael Cole, Christopher J. Murphy and Jim 
Nelson) and the too wonderful for words crew are the 
stars of this story. It is my humble hope that you have 
at least half as much fun as we’ve had putting this to-
gether.  

 We hope you will laugh at 
most of it and figure you will 
laugh at some of it. I leave you 
with the words of the Bard 
himself, with a little artistic in-
terpretation:
 If we shadows have of-
fended, think but this and all is 
mended –
 That you have but slum-
bered here, while these shad-
ows did appear.
 And this weak and idle 

theme, no more yielding than a dream.
 Else this director a liar call. So goodnight unto 
you all.
 Give us your hands if we be friends, for all is well 
that finally ends.

----------------------------------------------------------------------

The Bard in Brief, Abridged & Revised
Director’s Notes
TODD FRYMIER

THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGED) [REVISED]
7 p.m. dinner, 8 p.m. curtain 

Friday-Saturday, Jan. 22-23, 
Jan. 29-30 & Feb. 5-6,

Arena Dinner Theatre
719 Rockhill St., Fort Wayne
Tix.: $35, 260-424-5622

   

Weekends
February 13-28

It’s ALIVE
and on stage...

The New 
Mel Brooks Musical
based on his hit film!

Book by MEL BROOKS
& THOMAS MEEHAN 

Music & Lyrics by
MEL BROOKS

Continued on page 19



Current Exhibits
7Th annual posTCard arT shoW/sale 

fundraiser — Artist created post-
cards in various mediums on exhibit 
and for sale, Tuesday-Sunday, 
Jan. 22-March 2, (artist reception, 
6-9 p.m. Friday, Jan. 22) Artlink 
Contemporary Art Gallery, Fort 
Wayne, 424-7195

ann Johnson & William sTeffen — 
Paintings, paper mache and wood-
working, Sunday-Friday, thru Feb. 
21, First Presbyterian Art Gallery, 
First Presbyterian Church, Fort 
Wayne, 426-7421

The arT of seaTing — A survey of 
American chair design from the 
early 19th century to the present 
day, Tuesday-Sunday thru Jan. 
24, Fort Wayne Museum of Art, 
$5-$7 (members, free), 422-6467

ConfliCT: Jared applegaTe, eriC 
Carlson, and JusTin Johnson — 
New works on conflict relating to 
contemporary society, daily Jan. 
27-Apr. 3 (artist reception, 6-7:30 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 4), Lupke 
Gallery, University of Saint Francis, 
Fort Wayne, 399-7999

faCes in Clay, glass and painT — 
Works by Paula Crill, Monday-
Saturday thru Jan. 30, Orchard 
Gallery of Fine Art, Fort Wayne, 
436-0927

John C. kelTy — Watercolors, 
Tuesday-Sunday, Jan. 22-March 
2, (artist reception, 6-9 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 22) Artlink Contemporary Art 
Gallery, Fort Wayne, 424-7195

Julie Wall Toles — Printmaking 
works, Tuesday-Sunday, thru 
Feb. 26, (artist reception 1-3 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 24) Foellinger-
Freimann Botanical Conservatory, 
Fort Wayne, $3-$5 (2 and under, 
free), 427-6440

karen bondarChuk — Sculpture, 
drawing to video and bookmaking 
works, daily, thru Feb. 21, John 
P. Weatherhead Gallery, Mimi 
and Ian Rolland Art and Visual 
Communication Center, University 
of Saint Francis, Fort Wayne, 399-
7999

magnifiCenT maps — National all-
media exhibit depicting real and 
fictitious maps, Tuesday-Sunday, 
Jan. 22-March 2, (artist reception, 
6-9 p.m. Friday, Jan. 22) Artlink 
Contemporary Art Gallery, Fort 
Wayne, 424-7195

maJesTiC earTh — All media exhibition 
showcasing the beauty of the Earth, 
Monday-Saturday thru Jan. 30, 
Orchard Gallery of Fine Art, Fort 
Wayne, 436-0927

senior fine arTs exhibiTion — Artworks 
of eight Fine Arts graduates, daily, 
thru Feb. 14, Visual Arts Gallery, 
IPFW, Fort Wayne, 481-6705

WinTer solsTiCe — Works from 
local, regional and national art-
ists, Tuesday-Saturday and by 
appointment thru Feb. 6, Castle 
Gallery Fine Art, Fort Wayne, 426-
6568

WrighT broThers phoTographs by 
William presTon mayfield — 
Collection of works from Orville and 
Wilbur Wright’s personal photogra-
pher, Tuesday-Sunday thru Feb. 
21, Fort Wayne Museum of Art, 
$5-$7 (members, free), 422-6467

Artifacts
CALL FOR ARTISTS
7Th annual posTCard arT shoW/

sale fundraiser — Artists invited 
to create a postcard and mail it 
to Artlink by Friday, Jan. 22.  No 
jury, no entry fee and no return of 
artwork. Must be original work of 
art. Must be mailed as a postcard, 
be standard postcard dimensions 
and cannot be placed in envelope. 
Postcards will be on display and 
available for sale throughout the 
exhibit (Jan. 22-Mar. 2), Artlink 
Contemporary Art Gallery, Fort 
Wayne, 424-7195

36Th annual naTional prinT exhibiTion 
— All artists, 18 years of age, resid-
ing in U.S. are eligible. All original 
printmaking media are eligible that 
meet Artlink’s exhibition criteria 
(available at www.artlinkfw.com). No 
photography, computer generated, 
or digitally altered prints accepted. 
Works must have been completed 
in the last 2 years, may be no 
larger than 54” in any direction 
and may not have been exhibited 
at Artlink previously. Submission 
deadline Friday, Jan. 22, Artlink 
Contemporary Art Gallery, Fort 
Wayne, 424-7195

SPECIAL EVENTS
WinTer parTy — Live music by Adam 

Strack, edibles by Main Street 
Bistro, 6-9 p.m. Friday, Jan. 22, 
Fort Wayne Museum of Art, $5-$12, 
422-6467

karen bondarChuk — Lecture describ-
ing her mixed media installations 
as part of School of Creative Arts 
Closer Look lecture series, 7:30 
p.m., Thursday, Feb. 4, USF North 
Campus auditorium, University of 
Saint Francis, Fort Wayne, 399-
7999

Upcoming Exhibits
JANUARY
sayaka ganz — Impressionist style in 

sculptures and prints made of recy-
cled material, Monday-Saturday 
and Sunday by appointment, Jan. 
28-Feb. 26, (opening reception 6-9 
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 28), Jennifer 
Ford Art, Fort Wayne, 740-1309

FEBRUARY
sandra hall — Artisan jewelry, 

Monday-Saturday Feb. 2-Feb. 29, 
Orchard Gallery of Fine Art, Fort 
Wayne, 436-0927

sheila fink — Oil paintings, Monday-
Saturday Feb. 2-Feb. 29, Orchard 
Gallery of Fine Art, Fort Wayne, 
436-0927
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Dear Mr. You by Mary-Louise Parker, Scribner, 
2015

 Mary-Louise Parker is taking a pretty big risk 
with the premise of her new book, Dear Mr. You, in 
terms of gender politics. 
 In writing about herself by focusing on the men in 
her life, she invites, in theory, accusations of subvert-
ing her own identity to those of the men around her, of 
defining herself by the way men see her rather than the 
way she sees herself. That’s a criticism in theory only, 
though, because that’s not at all what Parker does. If 
you’ve paid attention to any of the roles she’s played 
in recent years, you might suspect that Parker doesn’t 
subvert her identity to anyone, and there is no question 
that she’s calling the shots throughout the experiences 
related in Dear Mr. You.
 The book is not quite a memoir, 
but it’s close. It’s written, as the title 
implies, as a series of letters (essays, 
really) from Parker, an actress most 
well-known for her roles in TV series 
such as Weeds and The West Wing, to 
men who have played important parts in 
her life. Sometimes they’ve played small 
parts (a young Native American dancer 
with whom she shared a momentary flirta-
tion when she was a teenager). Sometimes 
their parts have been huge– her father and 
her grandfather, especially. Parker sees them 
all as significant, and she frames the story of 
her life through her encounters and relation-
ships with these men.
 That sounds terrible, but it’s a lot less charged 
when you realize that the men who are the subject of 
the essays are not, ultimately, the subject of the book. 
The subject of the book is, without a doubt, Parker 
herself, and if anyone gets shortchanged in the deal, 
it’s the men who exist solely to react to Parker or to 
provide a way for Parker to construct her image of 
herself. The men are a means to measure the author, 
to observe her, and they don’t have much substance in 
themselves.
 There’s the college theater teacher whose strong-
ly-worded advice that Parker should get over herself 
and work harder was the wake-up call that helped 

transform her from a flighty adolescent into a serious 
artist. There’s the beautiful beach bum who helped 
save her from her own timidity. There’s the accountant 
who helped save her from her irresponsibility.
 Most of the men in the book are, in one way or an-
other, stand-ins for Parker’s father, the subject of one 
of the first essays in the book. That essay, as well as 
o n e about the grandfather she never knew, are 

deeply sentimental and affectionate, and in 
them Parker credits these men with instill-
ing in her a ferocious dedication to fam-
ily and a steely resilience. She makes it 
clear that, of all the men in her life, her 
father came first.
 That’s important, because it’s 
the presence of a father figure that 
allows Parker to be who she wants 
to be. She can be the woman who’s 
not so good with money because 
she’s got Abraham the accountant 
to keep an eye on her. She can be 
the free-spirited college girl be-

cause she’s got a movement teacher 
reminding her that she can’t breeze her way 

through everything. The men give her something to 
rebel against and something to fall back on.
 Dear Mr. You begins with a condensed dedication 
to all the men who have crossed Parker’s path, and it’s 
sometimes a cringe-inducing litany of masculine cli-
ches: “to you who can fix my screen door, my attitude, 
and open most jars; to you who codifies, slams a puck, 
builds a decent cabinet or the perfect sandwich.” 
 These are guy’s guys, with little in the way of nu-
ance, weakness or flaw. If the book is going to be a 
faithful portrait of real men, this is not a good way to 
begin.  As it turns out, though, it doesn’t matter. As the 
negative space by which Parker creates a portrait of 
herself, these men work just fine.

evan.whatzup@gmail.com

On Books
EVAN GILLESPIE

Mary-Louise Parker Mans Up

Membership Makes
The Difference

• Job Referrals
• Experienced Negotiators

• Insurance
• Contract Protection

Fort Wayne
Musicians Association

Call Bruce Graham 
for more

information
260-420-4446

Cute By Nature
 Jewelry

Artisan jewelry 

by Anita

www.etsy.com/shop/CuteByNatureJewelry
f

Cute By Nature
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Artisan jewelry 

by Anita
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Artisan
Jewelry
by Anita

ence members to find meaning and connect lines of 
dialogue to bigger messages and possibly to univer-
sal truths. Duck Variations is the far more accessible 
of the two in terms of offering easier connections to 
self and the world around us. The Zoo Story clearly 
asks more of the audience and some may, to be honest, 
not be up to the challenges it presents. Whereas Duck 

Variations encourages connecting to other members 
of our species, The Zoo Story suggests that it’s prob-
ably best not to. Though I prefer to follow the line of 
thought offered by the former, the combination of the 
two offers two valid ways of seeing a chance meeting 
with a stranger.

1kmsmith@frontier.com
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critic was threatened.
 The behind-the-screen brilliance of Spotlight be-
gins with the screenplay by Josh Singer. The journal-
ists who reported the story were given the opportunity 
to review the screenplay. Though Spotlight is a crime 
procedural, there is no creepy Special Victims Unit 
nonsense here. The brilliant work of editor Tom Mc-
Cardle probably makes the screenplay even better.
 Director Tom McCarthy (The Station Agent) jug-
gles tones, moods and environments. Most notably, 
Spotlight is a tribute to old school newspaper journal-
ism, of endless painstaking research. The work of the 
Spotlight team is not the work of a few sanitized in-
ternet searches. Spotlight is just as grim and plain as a 
real old-fashioned workplace. In Spotlight the smell of 
stale coffee and the ache of prolonged sleep depriva-

tion lurk at every corner. In these nitwit times, this is 
a welcome reminder of how vital and productive the 
facts, thoughtfully presented, can be.
  The Spotlight team performed a profound com-
munity service for Boston. But the experience of Bos-
ton is not unique. At the end of the film, the number of 
communities in the United States where similar scan-
dals have been uncovered, in part because of the work 
of the Spotlight team, is staggering. An even larger 
number of communities around the world have uncov-
ered similar crimes and cover-ups. Spotlight will con-
tinue the healing of victims by acknowledging they 
have been wronged. Spotlight is also a masterpiece of 
the craft of movie-making and a gracious salute to the 
value of journalism. Don’t miss it.

ckdexterhaven@earthlink.net
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Upcoming Events

BIG SAVINGS ON THE BEST GEAR!

HAPPENING NOW IN OUR MUSIC STORE!

JANUARY
CLEARANCE

5501 U.S. Hwy 30 W  •  Fort Wayne, IN 46818
(260) 432-8176  •  Sweetwater.com

See Our Full Schedule of Upcoming Events Online! • Sweetwater.com/events

JANUARY 27, 
7–9PM

featur ing  Automagik  and  222

FREE!

BOOK READING AND LIVE CONCERT!

DRUM CIRCLEDRUM CIRCLE
7–8PM
Every First Tuesday of 
the month

5–8PM
Every 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday

7–8:30PM
Every Last Thursday of 
the month

FREE!FREE! FREE!
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